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Efteemed Friend, 
BOUT the month, call'd June or July, I ſent, per fa- 
your of thy Brother, a ſmall treatiſe on the ſubject of Li- 
berty of Conſcience, in regard of paying Tithes, &c. I have not 
been informed of thy receiving the ſame, nor of thy ſentiments 
concerning it; but having ſince collected, at my leiſure, ſome fur- 
ther ſcrip ture Proofs, and Quotations, from ſome other eminent 
authors, corroborating my Teſtimony, and well ſupporting the 
Truth thereof; I have now taken the Freedom to ſend, incloſed, 
another copy of the ſame, together with the additions ſince made 
thereto, and having now eaſed my mind on that very important 
Subject, made ſo, by the conduct of ſome former, miſtaken 
Friends, and having a concern on my Mind, that it may be- 
come diffuſive, for the general Good of the Society, and of the 
Poſterity thereof; I do earneſtly recommend it to thy ſerious 
attention, and encouragement, being perfectly perſuaded of its 
being conducive to the future, and laſting Welfare of our Socie- 
ty ; and of its being my Duty to promote it, far the honour and 
Ry ; ſervice 


1 Ft 

* ſervice of Truth, and its happy effects, ever leading to that, 
| which under Providence, is the foundation of all true religion, 
the Incenſe of Sincerity, which I ſhould take much pleaſure in 
hearing oftener, and more ardently recommend from the gal- 
lery, being perſuaded of its being more eſſential to ever man's 
preſent and future well-being, than any form of uniformity, in 
Externals, ever was, or ever will be ; and for that good Cauſe, 
it ought certainly to be ſtrongly inculcated by Miniſters of the 

Goſpel now, as we find it was by the Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
Apoſtles of old, as being an univerſal Duty, without which tis 
impoſſible to pleaſe God, I find it ſo in my own experience, 


and am well perſuaded every man will, who is ſufficiently at- 0 
tentive to the Voice of Truth. 3 Ss 


When thee has peruſed it, I have no objection to be informed 


of thy ſentiments, but am content to leave the time and meaſure 
| to thy owndiſcretion, 


5 T. CROWLEY. 
an. 14, 1771. . 


. „„ „ A 
| 1 Perſon, who hath, through prieſtly Prejudice, ſuſtain'd 
5 ſo many cruel and unjuſt attacks on his reputation, and 
2 one very lately, from the (in general) worthy Friend, now ad- 
dreſſed, hath very great reaſon to be thankful, his conſcious | 
heart doth not reproach him, even in his neareſt approaches 
of Acceſs, to the firſt Author. of Beauty; but on the contrary, 
finds 


| ( 5) 


finds himſelf yery happily much comforted, with the beatitude 
of our Saviour; „ blefſed are ye when men revile you, and 


Perſecute you, and ſay all maner of evil againſt you fa/// for 


my name's ſake ; ** rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great 


is your reward in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the prophets, 


which were before you.“ 


. e. 
19th, 6 Month, 1773. 


A Copy to Dr. I. F. 
Efttemed Friend, 


Hd. in humility and reverance of ſoul, conceived it 

my certain evident duty to uſe the talent, which it has 
pleaſed the all- gracious, all- powerful Father of Spirits to. be- 
ſtow on me, for the purpoſe of promoting Truth, and Sinceri- 
ty of Soul, and to become inſtrumental in his ſervice, to re- 


move Error and Superſtition out of the Church, ſo that our 


poſterity may be allowed, through a loving, chriſtian Diſpoſi- 
tion, by Act of Society, to exerciſe a Liberty of Conſcience, in 
obeying the Laws of the ſupreme legiſlative Power of this Na- 
tion, in Money Matters, agreeable to ſcripture and reaſon, 
without cenſure, without further entailing on poſterity, by un- 
warrantable advice, and miſapplied diſcipline, the danger of 
impriſonment and Ruin, to themſelves and families, through 
unwiſely upholding a Tefimony, which, however juſtifiable before 
the laſt capital Favour granted to the Society, by act of legiſla- 
ture, in the year 1722, hath ſince been very improper, and in 


my 


($9 


my judgment, unjuſtifiable and ungrateful towards Government, 


and abſurd and cruel towards poſterity, many of whoſe Ruin 
and Death may become lying at the doors of the ſuperſtitious, 
rigid Diſciplinarians of this Age, if not happily prevented, by 
a yery neceſſary Reformation ; I therefore have in virtue of 
theſe ſolemn Conſiderations, &c. compoſed my ſentiments, in 
the incloſed little book, which I do fervently hope may be found 
fujtable to accellerate the defired End; and I do heartily and 


fincerely deſire thy diſpaſſionate and candid peruſal thereof, in 


order it may, in ſome meaſure, conduce to the Good and du- 
rable Welfare, and Proſperity of our Society, whoſe true inte- 
reſt I am ſincerely concerned for, in that Love and Fervour, 
which divine Wiſdom communicate to the Faithful, 


I am, affectionately, thy well-wiſhing Friend, 


London, 27th, T. C. 
7th Month, 1773. 


By Another AUTHOR. 


To the Quakers of Gracechurch-Street-Meetin g. 


GENTLEMEN, 


LTHOUGH a Member of the eſtabliſhed Church, 

I have no enmity to thoſe who diſſent from her 
doctrines for Conſcience Sake. Under this claſs I rank 
Your SocieTyY, which I have conſidered in general as ho- 


neſt uſeful, and reputable Members of Community, and ſteady 
Friends, both of civil and religious Liberties, This I ſay was 


my 


1 7 3 


my opinion of them, until a recent Act of your Meeting unde 


ceived me. 


. I am informed that you have lately excluded "bs your 
Society, a Gentleman whoſe moral conduct is irreproachable, 
and who agreed with you in moſt of the grand articles of your 
Creed, as laid down by Mr. Robert Barclay, and adopted by 
your Society.—The reaſons aſſigned by you, for this Exertion 
of Authority, I find are theſe : 


1. That this Gentleman refuſed to comply with your eſta- 
bliſhed Rules, tor witholding the payment of TyTaes, Wan- 


'DENs, and Militia RaTEs, and paid them when legally 
demanded, 


2. That, under the pretence of reeccommending S1ncERIRY, 
he endeavoured, both by converſation and circulation of pam- 
phlets, in town and Country to ſtrengthen thoſe whom you term 
UNFAITHFUL BRETHREN, in this Ax rI- CHRISTIAN practice, 
by attempting to prove that you, as good Subjects to Civil 
Government, could not juſtly refuſe obedience to the Laws in 
theſe reſpects. 


That he had frequently R EACHED, and, in oppoſition to 


your repeated advice, con rIxUED to preach, in your public 
meetings in London. | 


Theſe are the only crimes you lay to his charge, and the 
only reaſons you have offered, to juſtiſy yourſelves in excommu- 
nicating him. It is probable ſome of your ruling, that is to 
ſay, your uo RIGID members, may be blind enough to think 
ſuch Wale ſufficient to Juſtify their uncriſtian Cenſure ; but 


men 
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men leſs influenced by Bicorax, leſs inclined to Peastct- 


T10Nn, Whoſe views and ſentiments are more enlarged and ge- 


- nerous, will think diſerently. Such will conſider this Expul- 


fion as totally iuconſiſtent with that Chriſtian ſpirit of Forbear- 
ance and Love, which the Goſpel inſpires, and with which you 
pretend to be actuated in the adminiſtration of your Diſcipline. 


As you aſſume the charaQer of being Members of the Church 
of Chriſt, and declare, that in all your public Cenſures you 
act by and under the influonce of his power and authority, (a) 
thoſe whom you Exel, muſt, according to your own prin- 
ciples be excluded from that Church in which alone is Salvation. 
Conſequently, to preſerve couſiſtency, you moſt own, that (un- 
leſs God is more merciful than you are, and ſhould reverſe 
your Sentence) a perſon dying when ſo excommunicated, muſt, 
be ſhut out from the Kingdom of Heaven. I believe you do not 
intend or deſire that ſuch dreadful Effects ſhould follow your 
Cenſures ; but this only proves your inconſiſtency, and that 
you either CANNOT, or WILL Nor, ſee the evident conſe- 
quence of your preſumptuous principles. 


To avoid juſt cenſure, it will be neceſſary for you to aſſign 
ſome better reaſons than thoſe above-mentioned, for paſſing 
ſuch a ſolemn ſentence on a Perſon, who only happens to differ 
from you in PRINCIPLE, by being more liberal minded, and 
in PRACTICE, by being a better ſubject and member of civil 

| ſociety 
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(a) See Mr. Barclays Apology, nnder the head « Cav zen 
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ſociety than yourſelves. He has ſupported his conduct by ar- 
guments from sc rA and REASON, which you have never 
ſatisfactorily anſwered. The ſources from whence his argu- 
ments are drawn, may be held in light eſteem by you, but 
men of ſenſe and candour will ever conſider them with proper 
reſpect and reverence. Vou enjoy uninterrupted liberty of 
conſcience yourſelves, why then do you ſtrive to abridge it in 
another Perſon ? You may make the path to Heaven as cx 00x- 
ED and UNCOUTH as you pleaſe, without moleſtation, but for 
God's ſake force not others to walk in it, who have found out 
one more ſafe, eaſy, and better, Remember there was a time 
when you pleaded for that Liberty, which you now are ſtriving 
to deprive others of. At that time the arguments this Gentle- 
man has unavailably urged in his own defence to you, were 
the language of your ſociety of perſecutors. Things may again 
turn out to your diſadvantage. The Government, which to- 
lerates you in all your vis ox AR tenets, will not permit you 
to perſecute one another. When you refuſe to your own mem. 
bers that liberty of thinking and acting agreeable to the dictates 
of their own conſciences, which vou have obtained from the 
legiſlature, you are no longer worthy to enjoy it; reflect there- 
fore in time, leſt it be taken from you. I believe that in ge- 
neral you have more ſenſe and honeſty than to deſire that ſuch 
rigid meaſures ſhould be taken; but you have sou MEMBERS, 
' whoſe zeal have blinded their reaſon, and extinguiſhed their 


charity; theſe appear to be too much in the ſpirit of ſome of 


our ancient reformers, who were ns ſooner free from the per- 
ſecution of Paris rs, than they began to perſecute and plague 
one another. It was the ſame ſpirit, which actuated Bonne 
and Lure, when CranMeR and ServeTus were by them 
conſigned to the Flames. 5 e 
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A” Copy to J. F. 
0 Efteemed Friend, 


Have juſt been reading thy Letter, dated gth 6th Month, 

1774s in anſwer to which, having inſtantaneouſly a quarter, 
or halfan hour's leiſure, I have, in anſwer, to tell thee that con- 
trary to thy apparent apprehenſion and concluſions, I am not 
actuated by paſſion, reſentment, or malevolence, but from a 
much more juſtifiable, more noble principle, that of the conſcien- 
tiouſly doing my duty, with ſincerity, and in Truth; the juſt 
god-like dottrine of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles are, and have been, 


from maturity, the ground of my faith, and rule of my conduct, 


and maugre all perſecution ; I fervently confide in Divine Aid, 
to ſupport me therein, to the laſt hour of my probation, in 
this tabernacle of clay, the houſe of my pilgrimage, .in this 
itate of probation, 


Tythes were originally eſtabliſhed by the Patriarchs, con- 
firmed throꝰ the miniſtration cf Moſes, and by the doctrines of 
Chriit, and there is no kind of prohibitions in the ſacred Writ- 


ings of the holy Scripture.—George Fox, on conſideration, ' 


appeared to have been an ignorant Shoe-maker, who probably 
was ſo taken up in making and mending ſhoes, that he had 
not ſufficient time, or leiſure, to read the whole of the inſpired 
Doctrines of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, eſpecially what is con- 
tained in the 23d ver. of 23d chap. of Matthew, and in 42d ver. 
of 11 chap. of Luke, and confirmed, by obvious plain, inclu- 
live implications, in the great Apoſtle Paul's epiſtle to the Ro- 


mans, 
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' Morn. 10th 6 Mo. 1774. 


mans, chap. 10 and 13, and in the firſt verſes of each, (as I re- 
member, but have not the good book at hand,) theſe, and in 


his epiſtle to Titus, chap. 2 or 3, and 1ſt Peter, chap. 2 or 3, 
ver. 13 to 17. | | 


Salutary chriſtian doctrinal rules have been the grounds of 


my Faith and Practice, and continue ſo to be, and without va- 


nity, I can ſay very ſafely, add, repeatedly confirmed, in my 
conſcientious underſtanding heart, thro' Divine Aid, and the 
manifold Grace of God, and my whole conſequent Conduct, I 
do with all ſolemnity declare, to ariſe from a full perſuaſion of 


duty towards God, and good-will towards the Society, but 


more particularly towards the unhappy Youth, and among the 
the reſt, thoſe, who,- in the courſe of God's providence, have 
ſprung out of my own loins, their welfare, as it conſiſts in ſin- 
cerity, and duty, towards God, in honeſtly obeying his laws, 
in preference to Society Rules, I have honeſtly at heart: I am 
very ſenſible how difficult it is for people long ſunk in Error, to 
emerge therefrom immediately, but I truſt ſhall be continued 
an inſtrument, in the hand of the Lord, to reſtore, redeem, 
and preſerve the miſled, ſo I ſhall think I have not lived in vain, 
but done my duty, in the Promotion of Truth, and Sincerity, 
complying with the juſt Laws of the true Chriſtian Religion. 


I am, 
In that Love, which truly breaths for the welfare of mankind, 


Thy affectionate Friend, 


' 10 o'Clock, 6th Day T. CROWLEY. 
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J. 1 Received thine, of 10th inflant, and am really ſorry on ag- 
count of thy ſtate, which is glaringly anchriſt ian, a tree 
is known by its fruits, and by their fruits ye ſhall know them,“ 
this ſtands upon holy Record, as the doctrine of him whom, 
| in ſincerity, I ſerve; I do unfeignedly believe in his doctrines, 
and make it the principal concern of my life to conform my 
| condud thereto, ſo far as they are rationally applicable to me, 
(gifts and talents, &c. conſidered.) It is a very vague, vain and 
| atrocious attempt, for any ſociety to ſet up a doctrinal Rule, or 
Rules of Faith, not founded on any precept, or praQtice of 
M11} Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, for the condition of memberſhip in the 
: ſociety, to which any conſcientious difſenter. therefrom, may 
1 BY belong by birth and education : The language of ſuch conduct 
| * imports very obviouſly, «* We (ſuch ſociety) trouble not our 
|| heads about the Lord's gifts, talents, or the different under- 
ſtandings of men, we will make all our members either think, 
| | | or pretend to think, according to our own ſtandard, (though 
| unſcriptural) elſe will we diſown you from being a member ;” 
(though it ſhould tear you from your families, or your families 
from you, ) this Lſay is very obviouſly to the intelligent, a plain 
| inference, but how lamentable! that a people profeſſing ſo 
2 highly, ſhould be ſo unrighteous, ſo unchriſtian, ſo unchari- 
| table, and ſo anti-apoſtolical, which every one, who diligent- 
ly reads the doQrine of Chriſt, and the Apoſtle Paul, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily, evidently perceiye, unleſs his underſtanding be blind- 
ed by vice or ſiperſtition, the two grand Engines of the grand 
| | EY | Adver/ary 


* 


— 
a 1 1 


„ 
—_ 
- 


ww——_ — — ws — — 
— 


( 13 ) 


Adverſary of Souls, to miſlead and captivate” his unhappy ſub. 


je&s, his ſpirit leads into love of own power, pride, phariſaical 
ſelf-righteouſneſs, inſincerity, and hypocriſy, in pretending 
a conſcience towards God, when their conduct is really from a 
motive of being men-pleaſers, and ſerving themſelves, in the 
external circumſtances of religion ; whereas the divine Spirit of 
Chriſt, ever leads into all truths, the truths of the Goſpel, 
Love, Charity, Sincerity, and Allowance of the important Bleſ- 
ſing of Liberty of Conſcience ; which latter the ſociety hach, 
unhappily for themſelves, denied me; it hath not hurt me; 
but it will wound themſelves. 


As to thy uncharitable opinion about the former diſpute 
between me and two brokers ; if I had been faulty five years 
and an half ago, it would have been very impertinent, very 
rude, and uncharitable, to unneceſſarily lunge in a recital 
thereof, into a cafe, which hath no manner of relation there- 
to; but what makes it more atrocious in thee, is, thy charge 
hath not truth of its ſide, but envy, malevolence, injuſtice, 
and ill-nature; I affirm, that according to the beſt of my 
knowledge, and belief, I paid 450 L. on the mutual compro- 
miſe of that diſputable Aﬀair, more than I ſhould have paid, if 
it had been determined in a court of law or equity; and 3000. 
thereof was abſolutely extorted from me, by a fraudulent pre- 
tence, elſe would not I have paid more than 150. in lieu of 
1800L. and which 1500/. was by their own deputy, John Town- 
ſend, firſt propoſed, as a ſum which they would make it up for, 
full of all demands, which being agreed to; they under cover 
of a fictitious, pretended clauſe of an AR of Parliament, (which 
Act 


( 14 ) 


Act 1 ſoon after procured, and found no ſuch clauſe ever 
exiſted) extorted 300 C. more from me: They bought ſtock of 
people who had none to ſell, and ſuch fraudulent fales, being 
many years ago made null and void, to all intends and pur- 
poſes, by an expreſs Act of Parliament: I did no more (nor ſo 
much by far) than (wholly) availing myſelf, on account of my 
Friends, for whom I acted, of ſuch righteous Law of my Coun- 
try, and what are all the laws good for, if none, when on ſuch 
flagitious,flagrant occaſions, make uſe of them ? I ought not, 
in equity myſelf, to have loſt ſo much as 150 /. on that affair, 
whereas I am yet, at this day, and ſo ſhall remain for peace 
fake, more than One Thouſand Pounds loſer out of my own 
pocket, which though a large ſum I do not now grudge, it is 
an old uſeful adage, Wit is never good, till it is dear 
bought,” it has taught me to ſteer clear of all Stock-brokers 
in general, nor do I ever intend again, they are too generally 
a very dangerous people to be acquainted with, and ſo I have 
found it, 


Thy injured Friend, 


London, 14th June, 1774. 
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A Cy to W. G. Coventry. 
Kind, but much miſtaken Friend, 


Take the freedom, in return, for the needleſs expence, in re- 
turning an un- opened expoſition of ſalutary Chriſtian Doc- 
trines, to put myſef to the expence of ſurther poſtage, in or- 
der to, in ſome meaſure, do juſtice to my much injured Reputa- 
tion, in thy imputing that to miſchievous Hatred, which I can 
very honeſtly affirm doth, and hath all along aroſe from a true 
conſcientious Chriſtian Motive, of expoſing falſe doctrine, ſo 
very dangerous to the bodies and ſouls of thoſe, who volun- 
tary deviate from Chriſt's own expreſs Doctrine, and from the 


Juſt Laws of King in Parliament alſo, by refufing to pay Tythes ; 


I ſuppoſe G. Fox's Time was ſo taken up, in making or mend- 
ing Shoes, that he had not ſufficient leiſure to read the whole of 
the holy Scriptures, this is the moſt charitable conſtruction, 
for I always inclined to think him an honeſt, tho' miſtaken 
Man ; be pleaſed to read the texts of ſcripture, which do au- 
thoriſe my above-meutioned juſt ſentiments, Matt. 23 chap. 
23 ver. Luke, 11 chap. 42 ver. Romans, 10 chap. 1 to; ver. 
ditto, 13 chap. 1 to 7 ver. Titus, 3 chap. 1 to 3 ver. 1 Peter, 


3 chap. 13 to 17 ver. and Hebrews, 7 chap. 1 to 7 ver. which 


portions of the ſacred inſpired writings do evidently make ap- 
pear, that it is clearly our duty to pay Tythes, and other aſ- 
ſeſſments by Government; and withal it has long very evident- 
ly appeared to me, to be the very reaſonable duty of parents, 
in our miſled Society, to uſe endeavours to procure an altera- 
tion, in the application of, (ſay the Society's diſcipline) ſo that our 


poſterity 


(16 ) 
poſterity may no longer find themſelves under ſo woful neceſ- 
ſity of diſembling their ſentiments, at the expence of ſincerity, 
and alſo thereby, in conſequence, endangering their ruin, and 
the ruin of their Families, in order to avoid church cenſure, 
although it be only to keep up a Teſtimony, which is not, nor 
ever was, any part of the religion of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, 
but the very reverſe; and altho' Iam ſo ungenerouſly abuſed, 
and vilified, (the Lot of the Righteons in every Age) I am the 
beſt Friend the Society has; it is a true ſaying of Solomon, 
the wounds of a friend are faithful, but the Kiſſes of an Ene- 
<« my are deceitful ;” I would wiſh thee to ponder theſe things» 
and do not perſecute the faithful, to God's laws. 


Thy ſincere Friend, 


T. CROWLEY. 
London, June 21, 1774- 


A Cogy tw J. O. 


S thou has preſumed to return evil for my good intentions 

to inform thee better, than to rebell againſt the Law of 
God, and the Doctrine of Chriſt, as alſo againſt the juſt Laws 
of the King in Parliament, reſpecting tythes, am nevertheleſs 
yet diſpoſed, agreeable to Chriſt's command, to rerurn good 
| for evil: Thou haſt from a motive of an extreme different na- 
- ture, unneceſſarily put me to an expence, in returning my 
- Chriſtian Advice un-opened, a demonſtration of ſelf-righteous 
| fullneſs, 
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9 Fullneſs, and diſtegard to the eſſentials of juſtice and humility 3 


let it be remembered, for thy poor ſoul's ſake, ** that he only is a 
real true chriſtian, who, from principle and conſcience, obeys | 
His, and hisApoſtles righteous Laws and Doctrines;“ and for thy 
preſent and future welfare, be pleaſed to diligently peruſe 
the Chriſtian Doctrines, referred to in the margin of the 
doctrinal, ſalutary printed letter, now again incloſed, freely, 
without expence to thee, (-p. ) It is a matter of ſome very 
conſiderable importance, to be rightly informed concerning 
the real doctrines of the true Chriſtian Religion, in preference 
to the anti-chriſtian doctrine of refuſing to pay Tythes.—Geo. 
Fox appears to have been a ſhoe-maker, and in all probability 
might have had too little leiſure time to read the whole of the 
holy Scriptures, elſe I think he would have known better, re- 
ſpecting Tythes; he moſt aſſuredly erred in ſentiment and 
practice, relative to that head of his doctrine, it moſt certainly 
never was any part of the Chriſtian Religion, nor of the apoſ- 
tolick doctrines; refuſing to pay Tythes is Quakeri/m, but it is 
not, nor never was Chriſtianity ; If thou ſhould be of another 
opinion, I demand to be informed, chapter and verſe, whereon 
thou grounds thy opinion—tfor true Faith, I am ſure it cannot 
be, being abſolutely contrary unto Chriſt's expreſs Doctrine, 
even in the laſt year of his ſojourning upon earth, as recorded 
in two of the Evangeliſts, viz. Matt. 23 chap. 23 ver, and 

Luke, 11 chap. 42 ver. 


I am a well-wiſher to thine, and the ſouls of all mankind, 
'A rational Chriſtian, 


T. CROWLEY. 


: London, June 22, 1774. 
c 4 Copy 
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11 2 
F riend Joſeph Docwara, 


F the principle of refuſing to pay Tythes had been fundamen- 
tally right, I ſhould; in ſuch caſe, deem thy letter, juſt now 
received, and peruſed, an ingenious performance; but I affirm 
the ſaid doctrinal principle, is abſolutely contrary to the doc- 
trines of Chriſt; and his Apoſtles, as may very fully appear to 
thee, if thou, with an honeſt, conſcientious, attentive diligence, 
ſeriouſly peruſes theſe very important Texts, of the ſacred, in- 
ſpired writings, Matt.23 ch. 23ver. 11 ch. of Luke, 42 ver,--Rom, 
13 chap. 1 to 7, Titus, 3 chap, ver. 1 to 3, iſt Peter, 2 chap. 
ver. 13 to 17, Hebrews, 7 chap. ver. 1 to 7, or, as I remem- 
ber, but have not the good Book at hand, (and too much 
ſtraitened for time to procure it juſt now) but if theſe verſes 
and chapters, do not at all contain doctrine, in point, relative to 
this diſpute, I requeſt thou will read a little of the context, 
preceding and ſucceeding, and I hope tho u will find what will 
(if it be not thy own fault) amend thy faith towards God, (if 
not towards thy fellow creatures ſyſtem.) What I afhrm alſo, 
turther, is, that neither the Quakers, nor any other ſociety, 
have any juſt right, in the ſight of God, to ſet up, or uphold 
any Article of Faith, as the condition of memberſhip, which is 


contrary to the doctrine of Chrift, or his Apoſtles: But the 


pecuniary Teſtimony of the Quakers, I afficm are ſo demon- 
ſtrated to be, by the ſacred records, herein before referred to ; 
therefore as honeſt Elijah was intrepid enough, in the true 
Fear of God, to oppoſe 850 miſtaken, and falſe Prophets, 

with 
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with Divine approbation, ſo have I a right, in the ſight ot the 
omniſcient, omnivident, ſupreme Being, to oppoſe the un- 
chriſtian Error of the Soclety, in which I was born and educa- 
ted; in order to emancipate the innocent youth of the ſaid ſo- 
- ciety, from ſo dangerous, and very injurious Yoke, as is the 
ſaid abſurd Teſtimony ; doing no good at all, but a vaſt deal 
of real injury, by upholding, and promoting Diſſimulation and 
Hypocriſy, and endangering the bodies and ſouls of every 
member. On theſe grounds I have very juſtly perceived it my 
duty, and the fame hath been confirmed to me, in the moſt 
ſacred manner, to uſe my endeavours to open the eyes of 
Friends, to perceive the Beauty of Truth, and the great Bene- 
fit, which would' accrue to the ſociety, and mankind, if A 
ſhould pleaſe the all-wiſe, gracious, divine Being, to bleſs my 
_ endeavours with ſucceſs ; but ſo great events mult be the work 
of time, and am firm in the faith, that in the Lord's time, it 
will be effected. 


Hloneſt John Wickliffe, of Northamptonſhire, firſt ſtood 

forth, ſingle, againſt the torrent of Popiſh Superſtition, which, 
about 400 years ago, overſpread Europe; and altho' he nobly 
ſtood his ground alone, for ſome conſidereble time, yet Provi- 
dence gave a Blefling, and in due time (ſome years after) his 
doctrine ſpread, reached to moſt parts of this, and neighbouring 
countries, and was, under the divine Providence, inſtrumen- 
tal, in converting a great part of Europe, to theProteſtant Re- 
ligion : So am I perfectly confident, there is in this age, the 


3 ſame ſource of Divine aid and ſueceſs; and to thoſe, who (with- 
out 
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out adhering to the arm of fleſh, or human rules and tradition,) 
do entirely reſt and truſt in God aright, equal ſucceſs is 
poſſible. 


I am, very truly a well-wiſher to all, 
Thy Friend, 


T. CROWLEY. 
London, June 23, 1774. 


P. S. Excuſe bad writing, &c. have not been one hour, by 
conſiderable, ſince took pen in hand. 


A Copy to F. H. 
Fricnd Hart, 


7 thine (in lieu of an % diſit aſſertion) had pointed out 

wherein my ſentiments were not like a rational man, much 
leſs a chriſtian, it would have been more eaſily detected, which 
I ſuppoſe is the fly, cunning, but diſhonourable, reſerved rea- 
ſon, for avoiding particulars: The Chriſtian Religion is in 
itſelf beatutiful, and doth much of it conſiſt, in doing to others, 
as we would they ſhould do to us; now I think any man the 
better chriſtian for uſing reaſonable pleas, grounded on the 
ſacred records, to convince me of any Errors, ſo as fo be a 
means, under Providence, of making me wiſer, and moſt 
chriſtian in ſentiment ; ſuch endeavours 1 have uſed rowards 
thee, and ſome hundreds more, without any other view, than 
doing my conſcientious duty, and convincing miſtaken Friends 

| of 
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of the Error of their Ways, in their anti-chriſtian Teſtimony, for 
ſuch it molt certainly is, and ſo it muſt appear to ſuch, who 
diligently peruſe, believe, and confide in, the ſacred records, 
referred to in my printed letter ; but as they do not ſeem to 
have had the deſired effect, there appears ſome cauſe to doubt, 
thee may nave careleſſly imagined them of leſs importance than 
they really are. The ſalutary doctrines, contained in thoſe 
paſſages, ſay Matt. 23 chap. 23 ver. and Luke, 11 chap, 42 
ver. alſo the great Apoſtle Paul's comprehenſive doctrine, 13 
chap. of his epiſtle to the Romans, 1 to 7 ver. alſo Titus, 3 
chap. 1 to 3 ver. and iſt Peter, 2 chap. 13 to 17 ver. I did in- 


ſert thoſe references in moſt of 250 printed letters, ſay in 


the margin thereof, and I ſuppoſe in that to thee, but cut 
off. | 


Now I would wiſh thee, for thy own ſoul's ſake, to conſider, 
whether thou has been actuated by the ſame benevolent chriſ- 
tian ſpirit, in puting me unnecefſarily to One Shilling poſtage, 
without attempting any intruQion ; but on the contrary con- 
yeying illeberal, unjuſt, unchriſtian, ſarcaſtical, ill- natured 
Reflections, which have no poſſible utility, ſave to ſhew me 
the truth of an old common adage, touch a galled horſe 
on the back and he will winch” —ſelf. condemnation is apt 
to produce malevolent compunction. Our Saviour wiſely aſ- 
ſerts, © a tree is known by its fruits, and by their fruits ye 
ſhall know them,” the fruits of ſuperſtitious Enthuſiaſm, are 
error, ſeli-conceit, ſelf-righteouſneſs, pride, envy, and re- 


vyenge; but on the contrary, the fruits of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


are 
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are love of truth, and to convince others, ſincerity, humility, 


and integrity, in avoiding all anti-chriſtian Doctrines __ 


Practices. 


Now I 3 as a Friend, diſpoſed to return good for evil, wiſh 


thee to examine thy own heart, and conduct, by this chriſtian, 


truly chriſtian touchſtone; and if, on mature reflection, thou 
ſhould be led to ſee thy dangerous Error, let the time paſt ſuf- 


fice, and continue not in error wilfully—God in meaſure mer- 


cifully winks at times of ignorance; but the wilfully diſobe- 
dient, will find a woeful Sentence, at the tribunal of divine 
impartial Juſtice, —Being ſtraitened for time, in this half hour's 
exerciſe, hope thou will excuſe the manner. 


Thy well-wiſhing Friend, 


London, 25th June, 1774. | 


N. B. I purpoſe this poſt-paid, 


A Copy to J. G. 


AVING at heart to convince thee, if poſſible, of thy un- 
chriſtian Error, and of the imminent danger, accruing to 
thy whole ſelf therefrom ; I hope thee will excuſe my putting 


myſelf to the expence of poſtage, fo convey a printed copy of 
my late Appeal, for thy more mature conſideration ; and if it 


ſhould appear, to thy own Conſcience, "at the conduct of the 
ſociety, 
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ſociety, (thou at the head) hath been unchriſtian towards me, in 


ſuch caſe, let me ſee fruits of repentance, an honeſt reformation, in 
time, before Judgment overtakes the rebellious. 


Thy fincere well-wiſhing Friend, 
Within Solomon's meaning, 


« The Wounds of a Friend are Faithful, &c. 


T. CROWLEY. 
London 2d 7th Month, 1774. 


P. 8. The leaders of this people cauſe them to err, and 
thoſe who are led of them are deſtroyed.” 


A Copy to J. B. 
Ungenerous Friena, 


Sent thee a printed letter, in order to do thee good, by be- 

coming the means, under providence, of opening the eyes 
of thy underſtanding ; whether, in that reſpect, born blind, or 
becoming ſo through the prevalence of prieſtcraft ; the love of 
own ſelfiſh power and dominion ; or other ſpecies of ſelf- love, 
or love of importance, in oppoſition to the divine Love of Truth, 


&c. and to prevent offence, paid the poſtage, 


Now I would have thee conſider, for thy own ſoul's ſake, that 
one of the chief ſpecific chriſtian precepts is, to do as thou 


T 4 
would'ſt be done by ; and another, to return good for evil : 
Now I would wiſh thee, not for my ſake, but thy own and 

. partner's ſake and welfare, that in returning my printed letter, 
by z-/, and putting me to ſeven-pence expence thereby, with- 
out writing a word with it, by way of reaſon, objecting or con- 
firming, was not doing as thou would'ſt be done by; and in 
lieu of returning good for evil, is returning evil for good; and as 
it has long been my judgment and doctrine, that he only is a true 
Chriſtian, who, from Principle and Conſcience, obeys his righte- 
ous Precegts. I am quite neceſſarily led to this lamentable In- 
ferrence, that Thou art no Chriſtian, but a mere Formalift in the 
exnernal parts of 2uakeri/m, not diſſimilar to thoſe, to whom 
Chriſt did ſo emphatically pronounce, a woe, ſay the Scribes and 
Phariſees, in his time on earth, to whom the Quaxexs of the 
preſent age, appear to me to be moſt alike, in Principle, of any 
ſociety on earth, proſeſſing the Chriſtian Religion—and I have 
exceeding ſtrong grounds to make full proof thereof, but for 


the preſent, want of leifure forbids enlargement, having fnatch'd 
up my pen for only a few minutes to write this. 


Walworth, 7th Day, | T. CROWLEY, 
12th Month, 775. 


| A Copy M T. e. 


þ Very clearly perceive, as I have before in a good degree, 
| that thy Zeal is not according to knowledge; ſo ſaid 
| the Apoſtle Paul to the Romans, ſee chap. 10, ver. 1 to 3. 


I re- 


2 
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J recommend, in the true fear of him whom 1 fervently ſerve, 
that thou will, beware of the very imminent danger, of being 
led and guided, by the falſe fire of enthufaftick Zeal, under 
a falſe Pretence of being led and guided, þy the Spirit of Truth, 
which 'tis exceeding manifeſt thou art not, for this plain, 
cogent, ſelf-evident reaſon the ſpirit of Truth comes from 
God, and leads into all Truth, Tuſtice, Mercy and Benevolence; 
whereas, thou art led away from theſe heavenly principles, 
into a falſe Zeal, for outward Forms-and Ceremonies, in oppoſi- 
tion to the univerſal duties of doing juſtly, loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with thy God. Theſe laſt are the Means 


of obtaining the Beatitudes, pertaining to the true followers of 
Chriſt, and the leadings of his Holy Spirit. 


I wiſh thee, for thy own ſoul's ſake, if it be not too late (and 
I hope not) that thou may break off thy falſe zealous ſins, by 
repentance, and amendment of life and Manners ; ſo may thou 
happily avoid the tremendous ſufferings, which muſt inevitably 
befal thoſe to go on to the laſt, in preferring the love of their 
own Power and Importance, in a human Society, to the heavenly 
Love of Truth, to Divine Reaſon, ever leading to the Love of 
Mercy and Juſtice. Oh! dreadful muſt his caſe be, who obſtinate- 
ly continues on in wilful error, in preference to reformation, his 
ſentence, as ſet forth in the Scriptures of Truth, and related 
by Chriſt himſelf, in a caſe not diſſimular, muſt be, take from 
him that which he hath, and give to him who hath ten; and 
caſt him into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gon 
ing of teeth,” | . 


Walworth, 7th Day Morn, . T CROWLEY. 
3oth of 12th Month, 1775. Ta 
D 
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To the ſuperſtitious Quaxess, alias hypocritical 
PHARISEES of the preſent age. 


HE four ſuceeding letters, as the printer may with con- 

venience inſert, having been either burnt, neglected, and 
refuſed to be conſidered, or read by the perſons, or meetings, 
to whom directed, the author, not willing to be precluded from 


circulating his ſentiments, is neceffarily by themſelves, or by 
their conduct, forced to publiſh them. 


N. B. Having miſlead, or loſt the copy of my letter to T. 
Talwin, of the 17th December laſt, have compofed the follow- 
ing, as being to the ſame purport and meaning, and ſo far as I 
now recolle&, the ſame identical words, as a ſubſtitute to the 
original, which T. T. burnt. 


MisrAKEN FRIEND, 


AVING yeſterday left with T. B. the treatiſe on tythes 

which was handed to my ſon, by thee or ſome other, I 
deſired him, and I hope he told thee, that is was ufing me, as 
a father very ill, to put ſuch ſtuff into their hands, to corrupt 

their principles, by inducing them to refuſe compliance, with 
the juſt laws of the legiſlature, made by Kings, Henry and Ed- 
ward, and Queen Elizabeth, in concurrence with the Lords, 
and the whole people, by their repreſentatives, in parliament, 
aſſembled, and laid on the lands and houſes, long, very long 


before 
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before the name of Quakers, or ſociety commenced, and to 
them freely given, and granted in perpetuity ; and Quakers, 
who defraud poor clergymen (of whom there are thouſands) of 
part of the only legal means of procuring food and raiment 
for themſelves, their wives, and children, or who teach others 
ſuch diſhoneſt, fraudulent practice, are therein diſhoneſt and 
unchriſtian, as acting wholly averſe to the doctrine and prac- 
tice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles: See Matt. xxiii. 23. Luke xi. 
42. Rom. xiii. 1—7. 1 Pet, ii. 13—17. and Titus on the 
ſame ſubject. Now as thou was unwiſe enough to become the 
tool of Prieſtcraft, in the year. 1774, by drawing up, and en- 
tering on the books of Devon's Houſe monthly meeting, mi- 
nutes of dealing with me, and diſowning me, for no other reaſon 
than, in fact, being faithful and conſcientious, in the diſcharge 
of my reaſonable duty towards the legiſlature, and to the juſt 
claimant of Tythes, in the pariſh where I live, ſo unwarrant- 


_ ably, illegally, unmercifully, and unchriſtianly robbing me of 


my reputation, and comfortable communion. ; and as J. G. 
who was the inſtigator in the dark and cruel buſineſs (drawing 
J. S. to attend him to M. M.) is now by illneſs unable, and 
as thou hath very falſly charged me with being unfaithful, and 
as I have ſufficiently, to every wan of common ſenſe, proved 
my ſincerity and faithful compliance with the precepts and 
practice of the chriſtian religion, relative to Tythes, &c. I 


require thee to do me juſtice, by invalidating ſuch unjuſt, falſe 


allegations, ſtanding on your books, defaming my reputation 
without any juſt cauſe, and abſolutely flalſly. 


Thy injured Friend, 


(25 ) 


A Cepy of Letter to T. T. 


UxkIND Ex Eur, 


AVING, on firſt day laſt, wrote thee a friendly epiſtle, and 
ſent it to rhee the ſame evening, recommending thee, in 

the ſpirit of truth and meekneſs, to conſider the unchriſtian | 
Teitimony of diſhoneſtly and fraudulently depriving, or en- 
deavouring, or uſing means to deprive poor clergymen, their 
wives, and their children of their food and raiment, or of 
what is tantamount, refuſing, and recommending others to re- 
fuſe compliance with the laws of the ſupreme legiſlature of this 
nation, made long, very long before the Society, or name of 
Quakers commenced, reſpecting Tythes, &c. and which laws 
correſponding with the doctrine of the Apoſtle Paul, viz. 
« tis ſo ordained of the Lord, that he who preacheth the 
Goſpel, mall live of the Goſpel;” and in conſequence, the 
Kiog, Lords, and Repreſentatives of the whole people of Eng- 
land, in the reigns of Henry, Edward, and Elizabeth, in 
Parliament aſſembled, did freely give and grant Tythes for ſuch 
very reaſonable and chriſtian purpoſe, as providing food and 
raiment for the Preachers of the reformed Proteſtant Chriſtian 
Religion; whoſe wocation became a legal exemption from other 
purſuits of trade, commerce, or manufactures, whereby to ac- 
quire ſuch food and raiment for themſelves and families; ſo 
ſetting a part their precious time to promote the then newly 
reformed Proteſtant Chriſtian Religion, eſtabliſned by the 
mutual couſent and authority of both Church and State. Now, 
as 
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as the poor clergy (of whom there are vaſt numbers) cannot 


legally, nor do not, follow worldly vocations for a livelihood, 
take away Tythes, and would they not be deſtitute? And why 
ſhould a poor clergyman, his wite, or his children loſe a part 
of their food and raiment, becauſe Quakers voluntarily put 
themſelves in poſſeſſion of ſome of the houſes in their pariſhes, 
whereon Tythes are as before, laid for their reaſouable ſupport. 


I recommended thee alſo to recur to the holy Scriptures, and 
read the plain, clear, explicit doQrine of our Saviour, and 
Apoſtles Paul and Peter, viz. 23 ch. of Matthew 23 ver.— 11 
ch. of Luke 42 ver.—13 ch. of Romans, ver. 1 to 79—Titus 3 


2 ch. ver. 1 to 2—1 Peter, 2 ch. ver. 13 to 179—And having in 
f ſome haſte taken a rough copy thereof, which peruſing the 
8 next day, and a query ariſing in my mind of a ſmall part being 
. incorrect, and as like to be correct in all things, I yeſterday 
e { called at thy late ſhop, and ſent up a friendly meſſage, that I 
2 requeſted a ſight of my letter for a quarter of an hour, promi- 
* ſing to return it; but how ſtrange, ungenteel, rude and paſ- 
n ſionate! an anſwer was, in a ſhort time, brought me down by 
h W.C. that thou had lately committed it to the flames, or to that 
d eſſect; which, as I clearly underſtand it, by implication, a de- 
n * monſtration that thou are not diſpoſed to do me the juſtice, 
er 75 thereby propoſed, in extenuation of thy having been the inſtru- 
6 0 ment of Prieſteraft, in expelling me from the Society, where- 
ſo in! was born and educated, becauſe of, and in conſequence of, 
ly of my being conſcientious and ſincere, in the diſcharge of my duty, 
fe 1 in conſtantly, honeſtly and openly paying Tythes, and acknow- 
V, ; j<dging, and defending my practice, by rational arguments 


as | from 
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from the holy Scriptures, reaſon and the laws of my country; 1 
therefore am under neceſſity to conclude thee (for the preſent 
at leaſt) an obſtinate, incorrigible, enthuſiaſtick bigot, who 
under a preſumptuous high pretence, art actuated by paſſion, 
folly, enthuſiaſm and bigottry. 


I therefore once more have taken pen in hand to recommend 
thee to . Break off thy Sins by repentance, and thine iniquities, 
* by ſhewing mercy to the poor ;” and I will alſo recommend 
thee to ſhew mercy to ſuch like as thyſelf, the rich, who are 
under deluſion : Perhaps it might be very well if thou open thy 
laſt will, and add a codici!, to appropriate part of thy eſtate to 
build and endow a houſe of confinement for the dcluded En- 
thuſiaſts, among the unhappy, of the People called Qualers, 
who have loſt, or may loſe their regſon, in being over come by 
enthuſiaſtick paſſion, (which as the hour of Vis righteous Judg- 
ment is near at hand, who can ſhake the Heavens and Earth, 
and make all nature tremble!) may probably become a very 
good charity, and very uſeful to many; but here I muſt put in 
a caveat againſt being ſuppoſed to ſpeak of Quakers generally; 

no, on the contrary tnere are among them, whom I ſincerely 
m_ love and admire, in the true Spirit of the Goſpel, and 
well know how to make allowances for ſurrounding prejudices, 
and the conſequence of the common prejudice of educa- 
tion.—And I now conclude ; thine, and the real well-wiſher 
of the whole bulk of mankind, as well as the miſled of the 


Society. 


nr e 


e T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, Dec. 21, 1775. 


N. B Leſt it ſhould be made the ſame uſe of as my laſt, I 


have provided ſome copies. 


To 
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To the Friends at the Meeting for Suffering, 


Dear Friends, 


AVING, as I conceive, ſufficiently demonſtrated my £fn- 
cerity, and faithfulneſs to the Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and having nevertheleſs been laſt year diſowned, by 
an act, or minute drawn up and entered on the book of 
Records of Devonſhire-houſe Monthly Mecting, by Thomas 
Talwin, wherein I am unmercifully, unjuſtly, and falſely ac- 


uſed of being unfaithful, and of menacing and infulting the 
Society, or Friends, which I am very confident are quit falſe 


accuſations, of which I am very innocent ; and as I am of the. 


judgment with the wiſe king. A good name is better than 
riches ;” and in conſequence defamation, ſtanding on the books 
of record, wh ich are untrue, being, as I conceive, more in- 
jurious than common diſhoneſty, in matters of mecum and tuem ; 
I am of the judgment it is a duty I owe to myſelf, and in con- 


ſequence to my family, (whoſe intereſt and welfare is ſtrongly 


connected and influenced by their father's reputation) to uſe 
ſuitable endeayours to procure ſuch falſe, diſhoneſt records ex- 
punged, or made void, and having with that view commenced, 
with writing to the ſaid T. Talwin, on 17th inſtant, a letter 
propoſing his doing me juſtice, but in lieu of complying, or of 
giving ſuitable anſwer thereto, I have been informed he com- 
mitted it to the flames 3 Which letter was copied, but been miſ- 
laid I have incloſed a copy, or nearly ſo, and truſting to my 
memory, am confident it is of the ſame import, and generally 
the very ſame words ; have alſo incloſed a printed letter, which 


is 
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is an exact copy of a ſecond letter wrote to him on the occaſion: 
This conduct of T. Talwin, leaving me without redreſs that 
way, I am induced from thence to lay the Caſe before the 
Meeting, conſtituted to afford and adminiſter Relief, in Caſes 
of Sutferings, for Conſcience-ſake, which is moſt certainly my 
own Caſe, and therefore properly comes before you, or under 
the cognizance of the Meeting, now addreſſed. 


I therefore do requeſt your interference with ſaid delinquent; 
T. Talwin, and other members of the meeting of which he is 
clerk ; and I am of the judgment, my right fo to do is the better 
warranted, on account of the pains taken laſt year, ſoon after 
the AQ of Diſownment, to circulate the ſame, with the falſe 
Defamations therein contained, and other very falſe and in- 

jurious Defamations, Inſinuations, and Reflection, very inju- 
rious to my Reputation, among all the fix monthly meetings, 
from whence the Meeting for Sufferings is compoſed, and there- 
fore have I the more confidence to requeſt your benevolent and 
Chriſtian endeayours to procure me juſtice done. 


Your ſuffering Friend, 


FO | T. CROWLEY, 
Walworth, ſixth day morning, 


29th- Day of 12 month, 1775. 


P.S. And if this ſhould fail, I have in view further en- 


deayours, to procure juſtice done to my injured Reputation. 


lam, T. C. 
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7o the Mor ning Meeting 827 Miaiſter and Elders, 


Dran FaiENDS, 


1 AVING, on fix day laſt, ſent the incloſed letter into the 
| Meeting for Sufferings, after waiting about half an hour 
without (or little more) for the purpoſe of leave, either to ap- 
pear for myſelf, or to receive their anſwer, 


The latter (and my letters) was delivered to me, wiva voce, by 
Thomas Corbyn and Thomas Wagſtaff, to this effect, » Itdoth 
* not properly come before this Meeting, and therefore the 
« Meeting cannot take cognizance of it;“ and the morning 
meeting, being now (as I conceive) the only meeting of diſci- 
pline, in London, left by me unattempted, in whom power is 
uſually exerciſed, relative to advice and aſuſtance in ſuffering 
caſes, I therefore do requeſt, That you will do me the juſtice to 
take the ſame letter under your ſerious conſideration, together 


with the other two, herewith unGireQed, being referred to in that 


directed to the Meeting for Suftcrings, and ſo refuſed to be there 
conſidered, ſo acting in direct oppoſition to the three grand 
ſpecific univerſal duties of doing juſtly, loving mercy, and 
walking humbly. But as I now addreſs the Miniſters and Elders 
of the Society, I am at preſent diſpoſed to hope better of them 
than ſo to act alſo, the reverſe of ſuch univerſal duties. 


' Your ſuffering Friend, 


75 7 T. CROW LE. 
Walworth, 1ſt, of iſt month, 1776. 


N. B. I purpoſe to wait without, or below for an anſwer, 


P. 8. No Anſwer was given, 45 
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' To T. F. jun. Stains. 


T HE letter I ſent thee contained very wholſome Chriſtian ad- 

vice, and was wrote in great compoſure and complacency, 
and with ſober and ſerene deſires of promoting the good and 
welfare of ſouls. Thy anſwer appears to me very clear, to be 
the effect of deluſion. The grand ſpecific Ch r iſtian Precept, 
which peculiarly denominates the true Chriſtian is this, As 
« ye would that others ſhould do to you, ſo do ye to them.” 
Now by returaing my letters in a ſheet of paper, with a rude 
inſult therewith, proves thee xo chriſtian, becauſe thou hait 


palpably broke his righteous law, and it is he only who does 
his will, that is a true Chriſtian, 


Thy injured Friend, 


| T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 2d Jan, 1776. 


4 Copy to T. H. 


HINE of 27th 12th month came to hand, but having, ſoon 
as read over, put it in my pocket for a certain purpoſe, 


had forgot it, but was juſt taking out my papers from that poc- 
ket, and having a quarter of an hour's leiſure, I have condeſcend. 
ed, for thy information and welfare, to aſſure thee, that I have 
long very clearly perceived thee to be led and guided by 
the 
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the falſe Fire of Enthuſiaſm, which ever leads to the Love of 
Power over the conſciences .of thoſe, who are better informed 
than themſelves ; whereas the Divine Spirit of Truth, ever leads 
into all Truth, and ever to allow their fellow travellers Liberty of 


d- Conſcience, to ſerve their own maſter, in the way of his requir- 
Ys 7 | ings, relative to each of his ſervants, to whom he hath given 
ad J a variety of gifts (ſee Apoſtle Paul) and he beſt knows how each 
de XZ hath improved his talent, or talents; but remember, there are 
pt, but few fitly qualified to get into, or thruſt themſelves into, the 
Ag Tudgment Seat, and I am ſure there is not, nor ever was one ſo 

- qualified, who was not willing to freely allow, or grant Liberty 
de of Conſcience to every ſincere Chriſtian; a denial of which, 
iſt either in expreſs words, or in Actions, (which ſpeak louder 
es than words) or in the conduct of the Society, is a certain clear 
proof to the wiſe in heart, that the Spirit of Truth dwells not 

with them. © The tree is known by its fruits, and by their 

fruits ye ſhall know them.” The fire they feel is the falſe fire 

1 of Enthuſiaſm, or a mixture of the human paſſions, with the 
, common grace, beſtowed on all; but the Elect, who happily 
experience, as did good Elihu of old, there is a ſpirit in man, 

ſay reaſon, and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth under- 

ſtanding, know how to diſtinguiſh the difference. I council thee 

to read, with ſober attention, the book called the Wiſdom of 

— Solomon, in the aprocrypha, placed there per error of the com- 
fe. piler, but ſhould have been among what are| deemed canonical ; 
. 'tis a beautiful and good book, well adapted, if happily ap- 
4 plyed, to the good of Souls, none in the holy Scriptures more 


ſo; among other beautiful obſervations, he relates after this 
E 2 | manner, 


(6369) 
manner, as near as my remembrance at preſent ſerves, not 
having the book at hand, „he was born as other men, but he 
prayed, and underſtanding was given him, hie put up his peti- 
tion to God, and the Spirit of Wiſdom came to him ; oh hap - 
py and beneficial experience! I cannot do thee more good at 
preſent, than to mention thy preſent deficiency, and that I 
ſincerely wiſh thy improvement. 


Thy Friend, 


T. CROWILE V. 
1ſt of 1ſt Month, 1776. 4 


Alteſted Copy of T. CrRowLevy's Notice to the 
QUAKERS, 


Friznvs, 


Came here, with an honeſt impulſe, having at heart to make 

a reformation in this Society ; you have been long in the 
practice of keeping on your books of record, Rules, which do 
require your members (as the condition of memberſhip) to diſ- 
obey the Laws of the Legiſlature, reſpecting Tythes, Church- 
Rates, Trophy, or Militia Taxes, &c. and I do intend to 
bring a Bill into Parliament, which, when paſſed into an Act of 
Parliament, ſhall make it unlawful to keep ſuch Rules on your 
Books; and therefore I am come here to recommend you, to by 
immediately ſet the clerks to work, to extract and tranſcribe 
| into 
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mto New books all the Chriſtian Rules, ſuch as relates to the 


Poor, &c. and burn your Old Books, or elſe *twi}l be done for 
you, by tne common hangman, and ſo *twill be more honour. 
able for, the „ to do it yourſelves; and it ought to be 


done. 


Government allows you, or the ſociety, Liberty of Con“ 
ſcience, and it is your duty alſo to allow Liberty of Conſcience 
to your own members, which will be required ; but you have 
diſowned me for exerciſing it, and defending the Practice. 


I have brought theſe two (as conſtables) with me, to prevent 
inſult, as 1 have been ſeveral times inſulted, but it I had not, 
I ſhould not have been at a loſs to proove my right from the moſt 


ſacred authority, even Chriſt himſelf, when on earth, frequent- 


ly went into the ſynagogues of the Jews after he had began to 
reprove, and cenſure them, and particularly, at the place where 
he was brought up in his youth, in the ſynagogue of Nazareth, 
(Luke, 4 ch. 17 ver.) he open'd a book, and read out of the 
Prophet Iſaiah, and afterwards began to preach to them, 
and they did not (there) inſult him, as you have inſul- 


ted me. 


MEMORAN DU M, this gth Jan. 1776. 


The preceding is correctly the words ſpoken in the open 


meeting of worſhip, at the Meeting-houſe of the people called 
QuaxERs, 


rr 


638) 
Quaxes, this day, in White hart - court, Gracechurch-ſtreet, 
to the beſt of my knowledge and belief. 

Witnefs my Hand, 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Jan. 5, 1776. | 
And We two under-mention'd, 


being preſent at his requelt, are 
alfo Witneſs thereunto, 


JAMES Davis, 
JOSEPH COLLIER, 


A . 


PROPOSED 


To make it unlawful for Society of the People called 
QUAKERS, or any Mecting or Aſſembly of them, ta 
enter or retain on any Book or Books of Record, or 


on any Book, or Parchment, or Paper, or Vellum, or 


otherwiſe, any Rules or Requiſitions to induce their 
Members to diſobey the Laws of the Legiſlature, in 
reſpect of Tythes, Church R ates, Trophy or Militia 
Tax, or other parliamentary T ax or Aſſeſſment. 


WA HEREAS the Society of the People called Qu Ax R as, have 
long been in the unjuſtifiable Practice of retaining, pre- 


ſerving and keeping on their Books of Record, Rules which re- 
quire 


1 
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quire their members to diſobey the Laws of the Legiſlature, by 
their refuſing, or declining to pay Tythes, Church-Rates, 
Trophy or Militia Tax, to the prejudice of themſelves, and of- 


ten eventually to the Loſs and Injury of the Clergy, to whom 
Tythes are by Law due and payable. 


For the affeQually preventing ſuch illegal and unjuſt Comhi. 
nations for the future, Be it therefore declared and enactad, by 
the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and 
Conſent of the Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by Authority of the 
the fame, That it ſhall be, and it is hereby declared, unlawful 
for any Aſſembly, Meeting or Aſſociation, or any Clerk or 
Perſon acting on the Behalf of ſuch Aſfembly, Meeting or 
Aſſociation, to enter or retain on their Book or Books of Re. 
cord, or on any Book, Parchment, Veilum, or Paper, or 
otherwiſe, any Rules which require their Members to refuſe or 
decline paying Tythes, Church-Rates, Trophy or Militia 

Tax, or other Parliamentary Aſſeſſments, from and after the 

Day of next, 


And in order effectually to ſuppreſs ſuch illegal Cuſtom or 
Practice, Be it enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
and may be lawful for any Member of the faid Society, or 
other Perſon, in Caſe of any ſuch like Treſpaſs, to give Infor. 
mation to the Mayor or' other Chief Magiſtrate of the City, 
Town or Place, at any Time in Queſtion, or the neareſt there- 


. unto, or to any of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, who 
| ©. 
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are hereby impowered and required to demand, or to im- 


power ſome ſuitable Officer or Perſon to demand, take, and 


remove ſuch Book or Books, &c. to the Oꝗce or Habitation 
of ſuch Magiſtrate; and, if on Examination, any ſuch Rules 


ſhould be found therein, then, and in every ſuch Caſe, ſuch g 


Book or Books to be burnt, or otherwiſe deſtroyed. 


4 Copy n T. 


T hath long very clearly appeared to me, that, under a very ' 


high pretence, thou haſt been long led and guided by the 
unchriſtian and unjuſtifiable paſſion of the love of thy own 


power, but knoweſt thou not that *twas the love of power and 


dominion, in lieu of the godlike principle of the love of truth, 
which cauſed the fallen Angel to be plunged from exaltation 
to the bottomleſs pit, ſo becoming the grand adverſary of man- 
kind; and fo is every high profeſſor, in degree, who, like thy- 
ſelf, prefers the love of power and importance, in a deluded /6- 
ciety, to the love of truth and ſincerity ; Oh! lay it to heart, 
and if poſſible repent, before it be too late, elſe thy portion 
way be among the dam'd, where there will be weeping, and 
wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, and that for evermore : Thy 
religion poor deluded mortal, appears to be too much con- 
ſiting in ſpiritual pride, love of power and dominion, over 
conſeience, and in being the means of cheating poor clergy- 
men, diſhoneitly, out of the only means of procuring food and 


raiment for themſelves, their wives, and their children; Oh! 
dreadſul 
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dreadful and tremendous deluſion ! to pretend to religion under 
ſuch very diſgraceful principles, and in endeayouring to rob the 
innocent of juſt reputation. 


Thy injured Friend, 


T. CROWLEY, 
Jan. 12, 1776. , 


Note, Vengeance calls aloud. 


A Brief Diſſertation on the Quakers Unſcrip- 
tural Doctrine of refuſing to obey the Laws of 


the Legiſlature, reſpeting Tythes. (Church 
Rates and Militia Tax on the ſame Ground.) 


S there is no kind of prohibition in the holy ſcriptures, in 
reſpect of paying 'Tythes, and as it is very explicitly and 
very rationally recorded in the new teſtament, © That it is ſo 
ordained of the Lord, that he who preacheth the Goſpel, 
ſhould live by Goſpel, or have therefrom means of procuring 
food and raiment, which Tythes really are, the refuſing to 


comply with the laws of the ſupreme legiſlature, relative, ap- 


pears evidently to be entirely void of rea/on, or to poſſeſs a 
ſpecies of madneſs, for which many have probably found the 
Apoſtle Paul's clear, explicit doctrine unhappily verified; viz. 
he who reſiſtet h, receiveth to himſelf damnation. (See Rom. Chap. 


13, v. 1 to 7, &c.) And no wonder! Is it not, rationally 
ſpeaking, as great a crime to defraud a poor clergyman (of 


F whom 


if 
| 
| 
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whom there are great numbers) of ſuch his juſt parliamentary 
right, as it is to defraud any other man of his pecuniary or 
other property? Tythes were long before Quakers were in 
being, made a free gift of, in perpetuity, by the whole peo. 
ple of England, &c. by their repreſentatives in parliament aſ- 
ſembled, and laid on the houſes and lands, and the produce and 
contents thereof. Therefore for a Quaker voluntarily to take 
poſſeſſion of a houſe or land, and after to refuſe to comply with 
the terms which where before legally annexed, and which - 
he previouſly knew, appears to be fraudulent or diſhoneſt, wicked, 
and fooliſh ; for which reaſons I have ever ſince I have been a 
a houſekeeper (39 years) freely, voluntarily and punctually 
paid, when legally demanded, and ſhall ſo continue to do, 
although cenſured and diſcarded by the i»/ane Zuakers 


T. E. 


A Copy to J. K. 


Am much concerned to find friends ſo degenerated, as to be ſo 
averſe to reformation, in turning from error to the truth of 
the goſpel, or from darkneſs to light : Quakers are moſt cer- 
tainly under deluſion, while they ſo adhere to reſolutions of de- 
frauding poor clergyman of their clear parlimentary right, 
given, and granting Tythes freely, for their reaſonable ſupport; 
mind, *twas done long before Quakers exiſted, by the whole 
people, by their repreſentatives in parliament, and not laid on 
Quakers, as Quakers, but on the houſes and land ; and 


therefore is it quite diſhoneſt, and fraudulent, to refuſe to pay» 
. as 
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as it is alſo unchriſtian, unmerciful, and the very reverſe of 


of Charity, to refuſe, or decline allowing, Liberty of Conſcience; 
the ſtate allowing it to the Society, and 'tis the evident duty of 
the ſociety, to allow it genereouſly to their members, 


T. CROWLEY, 
Walworth, 25th Jan. 1776. 


P. S. To return my admonition by the poſt, and put me to 
revengful expence, is contary to the chriſtian religion; Do 
as thou would be done by.” 


To T. C. and the few of his claſs, among the ſu- 
perſtitious People called Qu a KERS, whoſe pride 
too much conſiſts, in exerciſing dominion over 
the Conſciences of their fellow members of So- 
ciety, ſo making them BAD SUBJECTS and 
BAD CHRISTIANS. 


KN OWEST thou not! That the grand ſpecific chriſtian law, 
inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, is this, “ As ye would that 
others ſhould do to you, ſo do ye unto them.” But doth not 
thou like, that Liberty of Conſcience ſhould be allowed to thee ? 
Then 'tis thy certain evident chriſtian duty, to grant the ſame 
to others ; but thou hath been a chief inſtrument, in denying 
me. that chriſtian right, and in diſowning me as a member of 

| F 2 the 
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the ſuperſtitious Society, wherein I was educated, for exerciſing 
ſuch right, in paying Tythes, Church Rates, and Militia Taxes, 


and defending the practice, in conſequence of interrogatories, 
and cenſure 


Thy much injured Friend, 


T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, Jan. 27, 1776. 


It The wounds of a friend, are faithful. 


To the Inſincere M. F. 


N your paper of this day, he calls Thomas Crowley's letters 
by the epithet of Angery Eſſays, but the intelligent know how 

to diſtinguiſh between righteous jugdment, and ſuch like per- 
formances as his, viz. angry anſwers to juſt diſcipline. He ſays, 
the Quaſters, of which ſociety he his a fallacious member, do not 
attempt to obſtru& the law, but only refuſe a voluntary pay- 
ment of Church does. Now it appears evidently to me, what- 
ever reſerved meaning he may have, that in caſe of a clear ga 
parliamentary right demanded, he who abſolutely refuſes to obey 
the laws of the ſupreme legiſlature, in Money Matters, doth 
certainly obſtruct the operation of /uch Laus; and note 
well, the great Apoſtle to the Gentiles, ſays, in ſimilar caſes 5 
He who reſiſteth receiveth to himſelf damanation.” Rom. ch, 
x11, he unjuſtly adds, „ to ſhew to the world that they believe 
all 
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all forced maintenance for the miniſters of Chriſt, is incon- 


ſiſtent with the inſtitutions of Chriſt to his church.” 


Now to ſhew him, and others deluded with a falſe belief, the 


the inconſiſtency and abſurdity of his Hypotheſis, Tythes are 


now demanded and received in virtues of Acts of parliament, 
paſſed in the 16th century, whereby they were offered a free 
gift of the whole people, by their Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
and confirmed by the Lords, and the then King, for them. 
ſelves and ſuceeſſors. How therefore doth this poor ſpirited 
dabler, call Tythes, forced maintenance ? 'This ſuperficial 
penman, for the ſociety, appears ignorant of the inſtitution, and 
confirmation of Tythes. See Matt. chap. xxiii. v. 23. and 
Luke, chap. xi. v. 42, ſo are they confirmed by Chriſt, as well 
as by King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled. 


As for T. C's. ſufferings of being precluded from the 
Quakers Diſcipline and Government, in church buſineſs, fo 
far from T. C's being diſpleaſed with that exemption, that he 
rejoiceth at it, and can truly ſay, he never attended one of 
them without pain, on account of their unchriſtian and illegal 
practices therein, 


A Lover of Truth and Sincerity, 


T. CROWLEY. 


Walworth, Feb. 1, 1776. 


A Copy 
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Fi Copy to T. C. and a few of his Claſs, 


Hav juſt now been reading over thine of z iſt ultim®, which 
only came to hand this day, tho' dated 31ſt Jan, but never- 
theleſs has 5th Feb. general penny- poſt mark on it; If it had 
come ro hand ſooner, I ſhould probably have anſwered it ſooner. 


I am ſorry thou ſhould, after I have, ſo clearly, refuted the 
Quakers miſconſtruction of the text, . Freely ye have received, 
freely give,” ſo weakly and ſtupidly repeat the old thread bear, 
abſurd falſities of the doctrine, and perſuation of mind, of not 
paying Tythes, ariſing from the Spirit of Truth; which is a 
glaring Miftake, and which I thus prove, © The Spirit of Truth, 
leads into all Truth ;”” but to refuſe to pay Tythes is contrary 
to Truth, as it ſtands recorded in the holy Scriptures of 
Truth : Chriſt himſelf, as left on record, in two of the Evan” 
geliſts, Matt. and Luke, aſſerts virtually, that Tythes ought to 
be paid, and there is not the leaſt prohibition in all the holy 
Scriptures, in either old or new teſtament z to refuſe to pay 
is therefore abſolutely anti-chriftian; and as they were long 
before Quakers exiſted, given freely, in perpetuity, by the 
whole people of England, by their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, and confirmed by the Houſe of Lords, and the Kings, 
Henry VIIlth. Edward VIth. and Queen Elizabeth, and ſince 
alſo confirmed, many times, by ſucceeding Parliaments ; to re- 
fuſe to pay, is therefore alſo diſhoneſt, and fraudulent; and as 
the preaches of the Goſpel, according to the eſtabliſhed religion, 
have no other conſiderable meaus of obtaining food and rai- 

ment 
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ment for themſelves, their wives, or their children; ſo hath 
the 2zakers unjuſt, cruel Doctrine a tendency, as far as their 


bad influence reaches, to ſtarve them! and can any one be fo 


infatuated, as to think ſuch conduct any part of the chriſtian 


religion; for ſhame renounce it! and become more ſincere and 
honeſt; and be no longer deluded by the Grand Enemy of Seu, 
who, as in the Apoſtle Paul's time, fee 2d Cor. 11 ch. 13 ver. 
6 Transforms himſelf into an Angel of Light,” alias Enthuſia- 
ſm, or Anti-chriſt, falſe Zeal, nor according to knowledge, 
being a falſe fire kindled in the human breaſt, and miſtaken 
by his Diſciples for the divine Spirit of Truth; but as the 
author of the true Chriſtiain Religion hath left us, as on re- 
cord, a noble key, or touchſtone, whereby the diſciples of 
Anti-chriſt are to be known from the true diſciples of Chriſt ; 
viz. The tree is known by its fruits, and by their fruits ye 
ſhall know them ;” ſo the fruits of the Spirit of Chriſt ever 
leads into all truth, juſtice, fincerity, humility and mercy, to do as 
we would be done by, and to allow Liberty of Conſcience, or, 
in other words, to allow each of thoſe to whom God hath'given 
10, 5, 2, or 1 talent, at his good pleaſure, to exerciſe them, 
apreeable to the will of the Divine Giver, without the preſump- 
teous and impious control of ſtupid, or /uper/titious Enthufraſm, 
which is very different in its fruits and effects, leading to the 
Love of Power, and to human combinations, in order to im- 
piouſly limit the operation of God's gi/ts to his creatures ; and ſo 
in effect to blaſphemouſly claim a power, contrary to the Apoſtle 


Paul's doQrine, to make wiſe men, fools, and knaves, becauſe 


born in one ſociety, all think alike in diſputable caſes. 


Walworth, Feb. 5, 1776. T. CROWLEY. 
MY: To 
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To Miſtaken Friends. 


E pleaſed, for your caun ſafety and future well-being,.to ſoberly 
peruſe the following Extradts mom the holy Scriptures, and 
wi/ely apply the Doctrine. 


Your well-wiſhing Friend in the heſt Things, 


T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 12 Feb. 1776. «ag. 


OR Inquiſition ſhall be made into the councils of the 
ungodly, and the ſound of his words ſhall come unto 

the Lord, for the manifeſtation of their wicked deed: ; then 
beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable, and refain your 
tongue from back-biting, for there is no word ſo ſecret that ſhall 
go for nought,” * and the mouth that Ge-lyerh, flayeth the 
Soul ;”* *©* ſeek not death in the error of our life, and pull not 
upon yourſelves deffrufion, with the works of your hands,” 
«© When ye caſt up the account of your ſins, ye ſhall come with 
fear, and your iniquities ſhall convince you to your face :” 
„Then ſhall the righteous man ſtand in great boldneſs before 
the face of ſuch who have afflicted him, and made no account 
of his labours: When they ſee it they ſhall be troubled with 
fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of his Salvation, fo 
tar beyond all they look'd for ; and they repenting and groan- 
ing for anguiſh of ſpirit, ſhall ſay within themſelves, this 
was he who we had ſometimes in deriſion, and a proverb of 
| | reproach,” 
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reproach,” &« We fools accounted his life Madneſs, and his 

end to be without honour ;” © how is he number'd among the 
| children of god, and his lot is among the ſaints ; therefore 
have we errec from the way of truth, and the light of righteouſ- 


y neſs hath not ſhined unto us, and the ſun of righteouſneſs roſe 
4 not upon us: We wearied ourſelves in the way of wicked- 
neſs and deſtruQion, but as for the way of Lord we have not 
iy known it : What hath pride profited us? or what good hath 
our riches with our yaunting brought us ? All theſe things 
1 are paſſing away like a ſhadow, and as a poſt haſting by.“ “ Be- 
cauſe you have not judged aright, nor kept the Law, nor walked 
after the council of God:“ Horribly and ſpeedily he ſhall come 
upon you; for a ſharp judgment ſhall be to them who be in 
* high places,” for mercy ſhall pardon the meaneſt, but 
0 mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented, and a ſore tha, ſhall 
en 


come upon the Mighty!“ © Wiſdom is glorious, and never 
fadeth away, ſhe is eafily ſeen of them who love her, and found 
of ſuch who ſeek her.” (arighr) 


VN. B. Solomon relates of himſelf, thus, © I prayed and under- 
ſtanding was given me, Icalled on God, and the ſpirit of 
wiſdom came to me: I prefer'd her before ſcepters and 
thrones, and eſteemed riches nothing in compariſon of 
her;“ “ All gold in reſpeR of her is as ſand, and ſilver as 

clay; I loved her above health or beauty, for the light that 
cometh from her never goeth out, for ſhe is a treaſure to men 
that never faileth ; which they who uſe, become the friends of 
God, being commended for the gifts that comes from learn- 


G ing.” 
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ing.” © God hath granted me to ſpeak as I would, and to 
conceive as is meet, for the things which are given me ; be- 
cauſe tis he that leadeth unto wiſdom, and directeth the wiſe :”? 
« And ſuch things as are ſecret or manifeſt themT know; 
« for wiſdom is more moving than any motion, and paſſeth 
through all things, by reaſon of her pureneſs;“ „ for ſhe is 
the breath of the power of God, and a pure influence, flowing 
from the glory of the Almighty ; therefore can no defiled thing 
fall into her; for ſhe is the brightneſs of the Everlaſting Light, 
the unſpotted merror of the power of God, and the image of 
his goodneſs!” <* She maketh all things new, and in all ages 
entering into holy ſouls, makes them Friends of God and Pro- 


ppbets: For God loveth none but him who dwelleth with 


wiſdom, for ſhe is privy to the myſteries of the knowledge of 


God, and a lover of his works :” ** So if a man love righteouſ- 


neſs, her labours are virtues, for ſhe teacheth Temperance, Pru- 


dence, Juſtice and Fortitude, which are ſuch things as men can 


have nothing more profitable in their life?“ “ Moreover by 
means of her I ſhall obtain immortality, and leave behind me 
an everlaſting memorial to them who come after me.“ «<I 
ſhall ſet the people in order, and horrible tyrants ſhall be 
afraid of me,” I ſhall be found good among the multitude, 


and valiant in the warfare of righteouſneſs. I will therefore 


repoſe myſelf with her, for her converſation hath no bitter- 
neſs, and to live with her hath no ſorrow, but mirth and joy.“ 


To 
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To the Unhappily Miſled. 


AVING made it very evident to many weighty 

Friends, that the Society hath all along been entirely 
miſtaken, in abuſing the miniſters of the cſtabliſhed church, as 
if they were Hirelings ; whereas tis very clear and certain, that 
T ythes were long before Quakers exiſted, made a free gift of, by 
the whole people of England, by their Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament, confirmed by the Lords and the King, and given in 
perpetuity, and laid on the lands and houſes, and their produce 
and contents: ſo Quakers principle of not paying, teachetn 
Fraud, and conſequent diſſimulation and hypocriſy, to cover a 
Pretence of Conſcience ; all which doth effectually exclude from 
the Kingdom of Heaven I I therefore do moſt ardently deſire 
their Reformation and conſequent Bliſs : So I would have all to 
repent and be converted, for remember! without repentance 
there is no remiſſion ; and alſo remember that to do juſtly, (to 
the clergy as well as others) and to love mercy, even to ſuch 
who ſincerely differ from us in judgment, and to walk humbly 


before our Creator, or as in his omni/cient Preſence; and to be 
 fincere, and to render to all their dues, and to have charity, for 


every honeit man, meaning well, are certain aniverſal Duties, 


without which there is no Salvation: Remember again the 
ſacred record, Micah. 6 chap. 8 ver.“ He hath ſhewn thee O 
man what is good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juſtly, and. to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God, Ver. 9, The Lord's Voice crieth unto the City, and 

| the 
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the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name ; hear ye the rod, and 
who hath appointed it.“ 


 Tſaiah 65 chap. 2 ver.” I have ſpread out my hands all the 
day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way which is not 
good, after their own thoughts, a people who provoke me to 
anger continually to my face. Ver. 13, Therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord God, behold, my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be 
hungry; behold, my ſervants ſhall drink, but ye ſhall be 
thirſty ; behold, my ſervants ſhall rejoyce, but ye ſhall be 
aſhamed. Ver. 14, behold, my ſervants ſhall ſing for joy of 
heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, and howl for vex- 
atjon of ſpirit. Ver. 15, and ye ſhall leave your name for a 
curſe to my choſen ; for the Lord God ſhall ſlay thee, and call 
his ſervants by another name.” It may be, not improperly ſaid, 
the Society hath been in a ſtate of ſpiritual bondage or cap- 
tivity ever ſince the year 1706, now near ſeventy years, the 
period of time in which the Children of real were in a ſtate 
of captivity in Babylon, in that outward diſpenſation ; ſo I 
hope Friends redemption is nor far off—A multitude of ex- 
ternal conditions relative religious memberſhp, may make 
many difſemblers and hypocrites, but not Chrifians : The 
Chriflian Religion conſiſts not in external forms, but in doing 
to others as we would be done unto, and in loving the Lord 
with all our heart and ſoul, and our neighbour as ourſelves; in 
not ſwearing, in avoiding fornication and blood, and in re- 
turning good for evil, and in being , Ancere and charitable, 
both in ſentiment and practice, and the whole founded on 
faith ; ſo being led and guided by the Divine Spirit of Truth, 

| 7 which 
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which leadeth into all truth, and out of error and ſuperſti- 
tion — The favourite Apoſtle of our Saviour hath left on record 
10 chap. Acts ver. 34 Of a truth I perceive God is no re- 
ſpector of perſons; but in every nation, he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of him.“ 


Thy Well-wiſher, Candid Reader, in the beſt Things» 
A Rational Chriſtian, 


T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, Cth March, 1776. 


A Copy to T. C. 


MisTaKEn FaLsE-ZEALOr, 


T hath been aſſerted by ſome of thy claſs, that a Society 

hath a right to make what rules they pleaſe, (and if any mem- 
ber do not approve them, they may leave ſuch Society :) So 
then it may be inferred, that the 2uakers have a right to ſet up 
or uphold rules to defraud the national miniſters of their legal 
Tythes, which ſome do in effect aſſert, but if. generally ſpeaking, 
ſuch pretended right of making rules be maintain'd, what is 
it, but to maintain, that the Society of 2uakers have a right to 
make rules to require their members to rob on the highway, 
as well as to rob the parſon: 1 am perſuaded you will have 
more modeſty, than ſo to fly in the face of juſtice and its diwvive 


Author, ſo doth ſuch unrighteous claim, aſſerted and paſſing 


uncontradicted, (ſaving my own cenſure) in the yearly meeting 
of 1774,—beocme eventually a notorious violation of the Divine | 
TW Law, 
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Law, of doing juſtly, loving mercy, and walking humbly—and 


therefore ought in point of juſtice, and to reſtore loſt honour 
to the Society, to be effectually exploded and diſclai med. | 


The Society very evidently appears to be got too much into a 
falſe reſt, dwelling too much on unſerviceable ſuperſtitious 
externals, not enjoined by either Chriſt or his Apoſtles, and 
too much diſregarding the e/entials of the Chriſtian Religion» 
which are truth, charity, and fincerity, and allowing Liberty of 
Conſcience ; to be deficient in the latter, excludes from the King 
dom of Heaven. 2uakers may dreſs preciſely plain, and at the 
fame time have proud hearts, may be preciſe in keeping to 
Thee and Thou, and nevertheleſs be ſubjects of the enemy's 
kingdom, through fal/e Zeal and want of Charity in Sentiments 
and lamentable is the caſe of ſuch unhappy, deluded, ſhort-ſight- 
ed Bigots, who may be in ſome caſes, not unfitly compared to the 
caſe of the Apoſtle Paul before his converſion ; when, as he 
hath let on record, he thought he was doing God ſervice, 
while perſecuting the Chriſtians; ſo terrible to themſelves and 
others, are the unhappy effects of falſe fiery Zeal. 


I therefore as a well-wiſher to all, do ſincerely recommend an 
humble and ſincere enquiry into ſo tremendous a caſe, with all 


fervour and diligence ; as the ſalvation of thy poor Soul may 
probably depend thereon, &c. 


Thy Injured and abuſed Friend, 


T. CROWLEY 
Walworth, 5th April, 1776. £ we 


Difler- 
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Diſſertations on the Peculiaritics of the QuAk ERS, 
in a Letter to Dr. F. and D. B. 


II appears very ſorrowfully neceſſary, in the firſt place, 
to put you in mind of Chrif”s Doctrine to the Jews ; 12 cho 
Luke, ver. 1, 2, Beware of the leaven of the phariſees, which 
is Hypocriſy ; for there is nothing covered, that ſhall not be 
revealed; neither hid, that ſhall not be known.” 


Juſtice hath ever been deem'd, and certainly is, an univerſal 
Duty, to the national miniſters of the Goſpel, as well as others, 
therefore muſt it neceſſarily follow, that whoever, having 
common ſenſe, pretends Conſcience, in refuſing to pay ſuch 
national miniſters their juſt parliamentary right, being founded 
on the free gift of the people, and confirmed by the Lords 


and King; muſt be a Diſembler in the preſent time, after ſo 
clearly explaincd. 


In the next place, I ſhall conſider the pretence ofConſcience, 
in reſpe& of the ſingular number, and the names of months, 
and days, I do not complain of any impropriety in either; 
but it evidently appears to reaſon and common ſenſe, as well 
as religion, that *tis the proper buſineſs of ſchool-maſters to 
inſtru& aright on theſe uneſſential articles, and a miniſter of 
the Goſpel, as ſuch, hath little to do with it, and 'tis ever 
ſaveſt to avoid ſuperſtitious articles, in any ſyſtem of religion ; 
becauſe a pretence of conſcience therein, to preſerve the ap- 
pearance of unity, and to void cenſure, is attended with I- 


cerity 
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eerity and diſimulation, which is ful. Religion without ſin- 
cerity is no better than a farce ; and can never pleaſe the di- 
vine author of truth and fincerity; and ſo muſt end in de- 
luſion. If Friends would, in true humility and devotion of 
ſoul, pray, and put up their petitions to the bountiful Creator 
and Giver of that Wiſdom, which comes from above, as is re- 
lated by the Apoſtle James, chap. 3, ver 17 © The Wiſdom 
that is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrih : ”? And this in lieu of Idolixing 


their own Rules, the works of mens hand! 'twould be happier 
for them. 


I have alſo to obſerve, the private Diſcipline of the ſociety, 
as miſapplied by 2aakers, to diſcourage ſincerity and honeſty, 
makes the lives of the ſincere and honeſt, who pay; in meaſure, 
uncomfortable ; and therefore is it cruel ; and alſo makes more 
Ductile Spirits, Diſſemblers, and Hypocrites ; by which means the 
Kingdom of Antichriſt hath been much enlarged, to the great 


Grief of my poor Soul ; often ſeeing ſo many high Profeſſors 
ſo unhappily miſled ! 


The private Diſcipline ſhould be now exerciſed, as in the 
time of the Apoſtles, ſee iſt Corinthians 5 chap. viz. to diſcou- 
rage pride, covetouſr.eſs, malice, carnality, hypocriſy, reviling, 
extortion, and injuſtice: And not to induce your members to 
defraud the national miniſters of the Goſpel. of their juſt par- 
liamentary Right, this is a very dreadful affair, and calls aloud 
for Reformation, much of which is neceſſary to your Salvation. 


I therefore 
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1 therefore fervently do wiſh your exerciſing the talents, which 
God has graciouſly afforded you, in aiding his ſervants, as in- 
ſtruments, in ſo important concerns ; and perſecute no further, 
but repent, and retract, or Woe will attend. The Spirit of 
Truth leads into all Truth, and out of error and ſuperſtition : 
And the tree is known by its fruits; Sincerity, and Charity in 


Sentiments, are certainly ani verſal Duties; which ſee confirmed 
by the Apoſtle Paul, iſt Cor. chap. 12, 13 and 14, 


I am a faithful Well-wiſher to the Whole, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 2oth April, 1776. 


A Copy to Dr. F. D. B. M. B. and J. H. 


E who walks in darkneſs, or by a falſe light, is liable to 

ſtumble, or to be miſled ; which doctrine will hold good, 
both outwardly, and ſpiritually ; and it is of much importance to 
examine and inveſtigate : *Tis founded in the holy ſcriptures, 
and the experience of wiſe and good men of every age, In out- 
ward things, an ignis fatuus, or Will with a whiſp, or Jack with 
a lanthorn, ſo call'd, is a falſe light, which often leads into | 
_ pools and ditches—So in ſpiritual things, the falſe Fire of 
Enthuſiaſm, being a mixture of the workings of the human 
paſſions and affections, with that common grace, beſtowed on 
all, and when the warmth, which ariſes from the workings of 
ſuch human affections, do uuhappily prevail, and miſtaken for 
H the 
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the Divine Revelation, or In/piration of the Almighty, dotl 
cauſe unwarrantable notions to be taken up, as Truths, under 
the deluſion of ſuch aforefaid falſe Fire, iſſuing a falſe Light, 
and leading into falſe Doctrines, ſo have been the foundation 
of the many errors, which have crept into each of the many 
ſyſtems, called Chriſtian ; but in parts, are all of them er- 
roneouſly ſo called, being really ſuperſtitious, and anti-chriſtian, 
in principle, as being contrary to the doctrine and practice of 
Chrift, and his Apoftles,—an unhappy and dreadful caſe ! 
from which, who ſhall deliver? The wiſeſt and ſaveſt way 
will be to apply, in true and fincere devotion of ſoul, to the 
Divine Giver of every good and perfect gift; and beſeech him, 
as on the bended knee of your hearts, to enlighten your minds 
with that Divine Wiſdom, which comes from above, which, ac. 
cording to the Apoſtle James, 3 chap. 17 ver. Is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy, 
and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrify. —So 
may we be influenced to become real Chriſtians, in praQtice, in 
all ſincerity and truth, and“ ſo may our lights ſhine before 
men, that others ſeeing our good works, may glorify our Father 
who is in Heaven!“ | 


Thy ſincere well-wiſhing Friend, 


T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, May 10, 1776. | 


P. S. “ The tree is known by its fruits, and by their fruits 
we may know them.” Tos 


N. B. If 
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N. B. If the private diſcipline of the Society was properly ap- 
plied, to corre Vice and Superſtition, Bigotry, Hypocriſy, 
and Covetouſneſs, as by the Apoſtles in their time, (ſee iſt Cor · 
5 ch. ) eſpecially againſt T. C. and others of his claſs ; ; *twould 
do more good, and conduce more to a very neceſſary reforma 

tion, than applying it to all tythe payers in England, as ſuch, : 


Idem, 


A Copy of a Letter to many Friends, 
See Iſaiah, ch. 63, ver. 3, and following : 


1 Have trodden the wine preſt alone, and of the people 

there was none with me; I will tread them in mine 
anger, and trample them in my fury; for the day of ven- 
geance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is 
come: And Ilook'd, and there was none to help; and I won- 
dered that there was none to uphold ; therefore, through a 
merciful bleſſing, mine own arm brought ſalvation unto me, 
and my fury, it upheld me; and I will tread the people in 
mine anger, and I will bring down their ſtr ength to the earth. 
I will mention the loving kindneſs of the Lord, and the praiſes 
of God, according to all that the Lord hath beſtowed on us; 
and his great goodneſs towards us, which he hath beſtowed 
according to his mercies, and according to- the multitude of 
his loving kindneſſes ; for he ſaid ſurely, they are my'people, 


H 2 children 
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children that will not lye; ſo he was their Saviour; in all 
their afflictions, he was afflicted; and the Angel of his Pre- 
ſence ſaved them; in his love, and in his pity, he redeemed 
them ; and he bore them, and carried them, all the day of 


old; BUT THEY REBELLED, and vexed his holy Spirit; there- 


fore he turned to be their enemy, and he fought againſt 
them.“ 


Then ſce Reyclations 12 ch. 7 ver. and following : 


„And there was war in Heaven, Michael and his angels 
fought againſt the dragon; and the dragon, and his angels 
fought, and prevailed not, neither was there, any more place 
found for them in Heaven. And the great dragon was caſt out, 
that old ſerpent, call'd the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world ; he was caſt out, and his angels were caſt out 
with him. And TI heard a loud voice in Heaven, faying, now 
is come ſalvation, and ſtrength, and the Kingdom of our God, 
and the Poaver of his Chriſt; for the accuſer of our brethen is 
caſt down, which accuſed them day and night before our God ; 
and they overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the 
words of their teſtimony ; and they loved not their lives unto ' 
death : Therefore rejoice ye Heavens, and ye who dwell there- 
in.— But the dragon was wrath, and made war with thoſe who 
keep the commands ef God, and have the teſtimony of Jeſus. 


N. B. The preceding ſacred records are for inſtruction 
throughout ages, in the diſpenſations of his divine Providence, 
who hath all power in his ands, and can turn and overturn un- 

til 
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til he reigns, whoſe right it is, by whoſe over-ruling Providence 
we live, and move, and breath, and have our being ; therefore 
ſhould our lives be dedicated to his honour and glory, and to 
promote the good and welfare ot ſouls, in all fincerity and truth. 


Theſe are my honeſt Sentiments, 


T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 12th May, 1776. | 


P.S. In former times there were thoſe who would have mol- _ 
ten and graven images, as alſo golden and brazen Images, as 
Objeds of Adoration; but in theſe times, Societies, calling 
themſelves Chriſtians, have now ſet up Written Images, not 
founded in the holy Scriptures, or inſpiration, as objects of 
Faith and Obedience, which is another ſpecies of Idolatry. 


Idem, 


T. C. 


; A Copy to R. H. 


Ungenerous Friend, 


* 


Was ſtreightened for time when I wrote thee a few lines yeſter- 

I day, and now having half an hour to ſpare, ſhalt freely ex- 
poſtulate with thee a little further, in ſome hope of reclaiming 
thee from thy preſent very dangerous ſtate of mindꝰ . Beware 
of the Leayen of the Phariſees, which is Hyprocrihj.“ The 
Scribęs 
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Scribes and Phariſees, at the time of Chriſt's ontward appear- 
on earth, were ſuperſtitious Zealots, in uneſſential externals; 
dut neglected the weightier matters of the law, Judgment, 
Juſtice, Mercy, Truth, Sincerity and Charity ; ſuch very evi- 
dently appears to be the ſtate of T. C. and R. H. and many 
others of the leaders of the Quakers now, who appears too near 
a parrallel to the Jews of old. They alſo falſely accuſed the 
innocent Jeſus, of being Inſane, or tantamount, or worſe, that 
he had a devil, and was mad; ſo was alſo the Apoſtle Paul, as 
falfly accuſed, that much learning had made him mad; and fo 
the ſelf-righteous, confuted, ſuperſtitious Quakers, (becauſe 
they are confuted, and unable to anſwer in point) very falſly 
accuſe the innocent writer of this epiſtle ; who is alſo very in- 
nocent of the other falſe accuſation, which is alſo very baſe 3 


probably his rebellious ſon, fill'd with ingratitude, may have 


been made an inſtrument, in the hands of falſe zealots, in the 
way of miſapplying the accu/ed private diſcipline, for ſuch it is, 
when exerciſed to induce fraud and diſhoneſty, in uſing means 
to deprive the national miniſters (who appear more ſincere, - 
humane, and charitable, and therefore more Chriſtian than 
yourſelves) of their juſt parliamentary rightful dues ; and which 
according to Chriſt's own ſpecific dottrine, ought to be paid; 
ſee 23 chap. of Matt. 23. ver. and 11 chap. Luke. 42 ver. and 
N. B. Tythes are no where, in all the new Teſtamenr forbid, ex- 
ploded, or annull'd: So that 'tis high time you look'd to your- 


ſelves; your falſe accuſations, rebound from me; I thank God, 


I have abundant cauſe of being thankful to the Father of the 
Oirits of all fleſh, for his abundant loving Kindneſs to my poor 
foul ; and I find myſelf, — his divine goodenſs, full of 

comfort 
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comfort and divine conſolation; and ſhould rejoice to communi. 


cate, as I could wiſh : I am, very truly, the well wiſher of every 
man, and when I rebuke or put to ſhame, *tis becauſe milder 
methods do not avail. The obſtinately tenacious of ſuperſtition 
and vice, muſt be treated as ſuch : But be aſſured, my ſincere 
deſires are, to reclaim therefrom, for the good and ſalvation of 
ſouls, and in the diſcharge of my duty ; and I heartily wiſh for 
your own ſakes, your principles ſo amended, as to become equal- 
' ly juſtifiable : But remember the ſacred record, 101 Pſalm, 5 
ver. Whoſo ſlandereth his neighbour privily, him will I cut 
off ; he who hath a proud heart will I not ſuffer; ver. 7. he 
who worketh deceit ſhall not dwell within my houſe ; he who 
tells lies ſhall not rarry in my ſight. The Lord reigneth, 
let the people tremble ; the Lord our God is great, he is high, 
above all the people, and can turn and overturn, until he 
reigneth, whoſe right it is.“ —Superſtition and human unſcrip. 
- tural traditions, muſt be confounded, and end in deluſion and 
ſhame : *** But the mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting on them who fear him, and his righteouſneſs to chil- 


- dren's children.“ 


| T. CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 14 May, 1776. 


P. S. Malice and revenge, as Perſecution, are the works of 
the devil, as is ſuperſtition and vice, the ſtrong hold of ſatan. | 
I eſteem it a much worſe crime, to rob an honeſt man of his 
Juſt reputation, then to rob him of money on the highway, ſo 

F let 
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let what is paſt ſuffice, and may the guilty repent and reform, 
for without repentance there is no remiſſion. 


Idem, | 


T. C. 


ME MOR AN D U M. 


HE beſt counſel's opinion hath been taken on the 
unchriſtian minutes of 1706 and 1733, though artfully 
wrapped up in the religious language of Prieſtcraft, are, in ef- 
fe, an undutiful inſult upon government; are an ungrateful 
abuſe of the Ad of Toleration, enacted in favour of Diſſenters, 
about 17 years before, allowing them, in effect, Liberty of - 
Conſcieuce.— Vet, ſo ſoon after, forgeting, or neglecting their 
Duty and Gratitude, the Quakers, for the firſt time, made it 
a rule, as the condition of continuing members, for every 
member to refuſe or decline paying Tythes, or, in effect, in other 
words, made it in 1706, the condition of memberſhip, to diſ- 
obey the ſolemn laws of the ſame Legiſlature, who, -17 years 
before, ſo graciouſly and benevolently indulged them, in Li- 
berty of Conſcience, to worſhip a part, &c. The ingratitude 
appears very ſtriking and glaring, and the more ſo, as ſuch 
minutes are diametrically oppoſite to the plain doctrine of 
Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſtles, as well as to the laws of the 
land, made long, very long, before the Society exiſted; all 
which evidently appears, a ſtrange contraſt to the principles of 
| the 
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Chriſtian Religion, and thereſore it is high time to explode it. The 
very arduous pains taken in all meetings for diſcipline, to pro- 
mote ſo diſloyal and diſhoneſt principle, appears a cogent ſtrong 
reaſon, for uſing endeavours to emancipate the youth of the 
lociety, in particular, from ſo dangerous unrighteous a Yoke, as 
is the fraudulent, pecuniary Teftimony, of refuſing to pay the na- 


tional miniſters, their juſt parliamentary dues, for the ſupport 
of their families. 


N. B. The private diſcipline, applicd to ſincere, honeſt pay- 
ers of Tythes, is ſtrongly of the nature of Per/ecution ; though 
of a different ſpecies to fire and faggot : Malicious and revenge- 
ful defamation (becauſe I have refuted their ſuperſtitious doc- 
trine and diſcipline, and they unable to anſwer, in point) 
is alſo of the ſame diabolical Nature, viz. Perſecution. 


To the Printer of the Public Ledger, 


T this very critical ſeaſon, when the reformation of the 
Church, or the practiſes and ſyſtem of Faith, thereunto 
appertaining, is under fo very reſpeQable conſideration, it may 
be well for any one, ſuitably qualified, to propoſe, any uſeful 
remarks, reſpecting the moſt remarkable abſurdities, which 
having, unhappily, obtained in former ages of Papiſtical Park- 
neſs and Superſtition, were as unhappily retained by the reform- 
ed Proteſtant eſtabliſhed Church, whoſe Votaries, although 
commendable in emerging from many very.ſuperſtitious Articles 
of the Church of Rome, have nevertheleſs concurred to adopt, 
5 and 
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and hand down to poſterity, ſome tenets, not reconcileable to 
the Holy Scriptures, to right reaſon, or to common ſenſe; and 
as ſuch may be conſidered diſgraceful to the profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian Religion, of which they are not really any part, as not 
having been enjoined, inforced, or recommended by any pre- 
cept of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles. I do not, in this Letter, pro- 
poſe to enter into all the particulars of the Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles, many of which are very well, and ſome others leſs ſo; but 
ſor the preſent I purpoſe to confine my remarks to four Heads, 
the impropriety whereof, I think can ſcarcely have eſcaped the 
ſilent remarks, of every conſiderate Member of the eſtabiiſhed 
Church, 


The firſt is, the 4thanafran Creed, unintelligible, and irrati- 
onal, not capable of demonſtration, by any principles * 
Truth, or by the Holy Scriptures; and therefore the Creed ap- 
pears, as it were requiring falſe pretences, or untruths, from 
its Profeſſors, who cannot underſtand it, and cannot, with 
truth and ſincerity, be properly ſaid to believe, what they are 
incapable of underſtanding ; or of reconciling to the divine 
Principle of right Reaſon, illuminated by the grace of Goa, 
or to the Scriptures of Truth ;—ſo may it be faid, putting 
untruths into the mouths of thoſe, who are catechiſed there- 


from. 


The ſecond Head is, /prining of Infants, very imgrammati- 
cally, and improperly called Baptiſin, for which adminiſtration 
to Infants of a few days, there cannot be found, either precept 
or practice, in all the Hoh Scriptures ; nor cannot be rationally, 

or 


2 


4 
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or conſiſtent with common ſenſe, ſuppoſed to convey, or infuſe 
any intellectual improvement to Infants, newly born and helps 
lefs. Abundance more materials, for ſupporting adult Bapti/m, 
or plunging into, or dipping in, or waſhing with pure-l{zter, 
is found in the Scriptures, as in the river Jordan, &c. but I do 
not remember it any where in Holy Writ, enjoined otherwiſe 
than conſequent to preceding Faith and Belief, which is not 
applicable to Infants of a few days; and whatever advantage 
may ariſe from real Water Baptiſm, or plunging into Water, as 
did the Diſciples of Chriſt, in the river Jordan, &c. I will not 
heſitate to ſuppoſe, that conſiſtent with Scripture Records, if 
Chriſtians, finding it neceſſary, and having faith thercin, do, 
of their own rational Faith and Motion, baptize themſelves, it 
may be of as much /ervice as if done by, or under the direction 
of, any Parſon in the prieſiiy Office, and much more by an A- 
dult or Youth, of ſuitable intellectual advancement, doing 
it for himſelf, when neceſſary, and in Faith, than by the moſt 
eminent officiate, to a new-born Infant, at ſuch time, in a 


ſtate incapable of intelleQual improvement, 


The third Head I meant to touch on is, the preſumptuous 
and impraQiicable promiſes required to be made by thoſe who 
are commonly called Godfathers and Godmothers, and which 
Names might be very proper if the performance of ſuch high 
Obligations were to them poſſible and effected dut it may be 
fairly preſumed ſuch performance cannot be effected for others, 
eſpecially by human nature; and therefore are ſuch promiſes 
wholly unfit to be made a practice of, in the promiſcuous man- 
ner 


= * = 
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ner they uſually are, it being the proper attribute of God alone, 
by his Holy Spirit, to convey ſuch ineſtimable Graces, Bleſ- 
ſings, and godlike Virtues, to the Human Species, as are in a 
common rote way, abſurdly promiſed by poor, incapable, 
finite, and ſinful Fellow Mortals, to poor innocent Babes, who 
are, without ſuch ineffectual ſecurity, under the protection of 
an omniſcient, over · ruling, bountiful Providence and may be 
ſafely truſted there, until capable of age and capacity to re- 
ceive, and underſtand the neceſſary tuition, as inſtrumental 
under the ſame Providence, to improve and exalt their intel- 
leftual powers ; and then, as far as ſuch tuition, &c. is found 
to be practicable, it is the proper province of the parents of 
the child, .as far as they are capable, to uſe religious and ra- 
tional means of inſtilling into their little minds, the principles 
of Religion and Virtue, and which is all either Parents, or 


other Sponſers, can with ſafety engage for, 


The fourth Head, which I call an abſurdity, is part of the 
matrimonial Ceremony, With my Body I thee worſhip ;” which 
term, however it may have been uſed in former Ages, is now, 


as I conceive, conitantly underſtood to deſcribe the reverential 


eſfort of the mental faculties, or that adoration, which ariſeth 
in the grateful Sou/, to the Divine Author of his Being and 
Bliſs, and by no means proper to be applied to a mere Woman 
as an object, as every abſurd deviation from Scripture Precepts, 
and from divinely illuminated, found Reaſon, hath a tendency 
to invalidate the Sem, of which ſuch deviating Tenets are a 
part, | 


( 69 ) 


There may be many other uſeful remarks made, reſpeQing 
other parts of the eſtabliſhed Syſtem ; but theſe being what 
muſt be obvious to every rational Reader, I could not well for- 
bear ſubmitting them, openly, to the animadverſion of thoſe, 
whoſe proper concern it may be to promote a Reformation : And 
I will even preſume to wiſh, that the Head of the Church, 
would graciouſly deign to ſtir up the dignified Clergy, to ſo ne- 
ceflary and good a Work, | | 
May 4, 1772. To Co 


EXPOSTULATION with an 
ATHEISTICAL INFIDEL. 


"Trxovcn times vaſt length, from all eternity, 
It muſt be granted, ſome firſt cauſe muſt be; 

For how could giddy chance from atoms hur'd, 
Amidſt the expanſe, produce this beauteous world ? 
Tell me, O man! whoe'er. thou art, who durſt 
Diſpute a godhead, or his power diſtruſt, 

Who made the ſtars, the ſun, the moon, the earth? 
Who gave them laws, or gave their motion birth ? 
What power, but infinite, could theſe ere&, 

Or made to move, their conſtant courſe direct? 
Who made the earth productive of each grain, 
And ſeeds implanted, vegetate again ? | 
Who made each animal, and them endow'd, 
With powers beſt ſuited, or as beſt beſtow'd ? 
Who made man's body, and who made his mind, 
A thinking ſubſtance, to due bounds confin'd ? 
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| Preſumptuous fool! who dares a God deny, 


Can'ſt thou the movements of the ſoul deſcry ? 
'Tell how the body and the ſoul unite, 

Or how the eye the body doth enlight ? 

Of mind and body, ſee the wondrous frame, 
Could chance, or matter, e'er produce the ſame? 
No, no, *tis madneſs, and impertinence, 

To think that matter, or to ſay that chance 
Could e' er produce, or form ſo glorious plan, 
As ſeen in nature, and as ſeen in man ;, 


Amazed ſtand ! then ſhrink into the duſt, 
Abhor thyſelf, and ſay the reaſon's juſt, 

That God, who was before the world began, 
Should govern all, and made both it and man. 


4 Auguſt, 1742. T. CROWLE 


An ACROSTIC PRAYER. 


Hearken O Lord ! and hear me humbly pray, 
I n fear and fervour, that thou may'ſt diſplay 


M ercy with grace, to o'erfpread the humble mind, 


W ith faith unmixt, that my requeſt may find 
In thy eompaſſion, full, a needful ſhare, 

L eſt I, ia vain, ſhould offer this my prayer. 
T hou great Jehove! the fountain of all bliſs, 
T each me, good Lord! where I have done amiſs ; 
H umble my heart, leſt I ſhould ſoar above, 
O ffers and tenders of thy peaceful love. 

U nite my heart, yet more and more to thee ; 
P reſerve my mind in pure tranquillity, 


P reſervs 
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R each forth thy wiſdom, and impart thy grace, 
E ach hallow'd virtue of the chriſtian race 

S end me, thy truth, ſtrict juſtice, and pure love, 
E namour me with ſolace from above; 

R eſtore loſt friendſhip, and reſtore my friend, 
V ex'd or diſturb'd, as ſuffer'd for ſome end, 

E ach cauſe prevent, that would diviſion ſend; 

I n unity preſerve, by grace uphold, 

Not too abject, nor yet too raſhly bold: 

P repare my heart to frequent charity, 

E ſpouſed thus the cauſe of poor may be; 

R eplete iny mind with fervent hope and joy, 

F ree me from pride, and let no luſt annoy : 

E ach error of the mind eradicate, 

C leanſe thou my heart from ſin, and recreate ; 
T hy holy name, my conſtant theme ſhall be, 

P rovided always, in ſoul ſincerity. 

Engage my heart, thy holy name to praiſe, 

A nd thro? thy grace, true adoration raiſe, 

C ontent me with the competency ſent, 

E nlarge my heart, if riches ſhould be lent, 

W ith generous views, and true benevolence, 

H erewith join alſo free beneficience. 

O n thee, my God, my ſafety I'll repoſe, 

S end me my health, with peace, if I may chooſe ; 
E ndue my mind with fortitude, and free 

M y heart, from folly or inconſtancy : 

I ncreaſe my knowledge, and enlarge my might; 


N ever forſake, or leave me day or night; | 
D iffuſe 


8 


D iffuſe thy holy ſpirit more and more, 
Into my heart, that I may thee adore, 

S ecret and fervent let my prayer be, 

S eeking the ſource of true felicity, 

T ry me, and prove me, if it be thy will, 
A bſtract ill paſſions, and preſerve me ſtill; 
V et let me live unenvied and beloy'd, 


D eal me true friends, until I be remoy'd 


O n wings of joy, to paradiſe above, | 
N *eer more to grieve, but ever more with love, 


Teo ſing and praiſe, and celebrate thy name; 


H eavens bleſt chorus joining in the ſame ; 
E ach ſoul on earth, I wiſh this happy ſong, 
E recting praiſe amiſt the bleſſed throng. 


Compoſed by Thomas Crowley, in the year 1744. 


Am ELEGIAC POEM, 


To the Memory of Roztzxr Henpergson, jun. deceaſed, 


who departed this Life, February 22, 1744-5 


Eavsp by recefs of the meridian heat, 
Where Phœbus' rays have left a cool retreat, 
Sate in a grotto, near the warbler's tree, 


Who ſings in concert to my elegy ; 
No wanton muſe, here, I invoke to aid 


My mournful ſong, in Philomella's ſhade : 

Gay, ſprightly tunes, beſt ſuit a morning ſong ; 

To evening ſubjects, graver tunes belong. 
Heaven's 
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Heaven's firſt born muſe ! aſſiſt me to rehearſe, 


And paint my ſorrows, in elegiac verſe ; 
Celeſtial Light ! inſpire my heart to tell, 
Vanquiſhed by death, how dear Alexis fell ; 
Bright emanation, of eternal Light! 
O! teach me alſo of his life to write: 
Sing heavenly Muſe ! ſing of his life, who fell 
A glorious victim! mourn him Philomel ! 
His chearful life, whoſe innocence prevail'd, 
And bade him live, yet Death as chearful hail'd : 
His life how ſocial, how ſerenely gay; 
How ſweet his converſe, and how briſlaut play; 
How ſteady to his truſt, how fine his ſenſe, 
How juſtly, fitly, did he words diſpenſe ; 
His ſpirit lively, and his ſoul ſincere, 
His words but ſew, and pleaſing to the ear; 
Pleas'd too to hear, when ſenſe diſplay'd aright, 
To entertain, inform, or give new light: | 
A friend to wit, in friendſhip always true, 
Thus Mirth, with innocence, did oft enſue. 
His manners winning, and his mind upright, 
Deportment ſteady, eaſy, and polite : 
In virtue's paths, he ſteadily purſued, 
And ſhew the wiſdom which his ſoul endu'd. 
No oftentation told us he was good, 
Yet all his actions ſhew us how he ſtood ; 
Firm in the faith, that all things here below - 
Are fit diſpoſed, which him ſuffic'd to know ; 
Contented thus, his lot he calmly bore, 

: K 


And 
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| via Fequent tudy'd nature to explore. 
=Y — - pearl of price he found, and made his choice, 
> Which taught his ſoul to hark to wiſdom's voice 
laſtruction learnt, he hoarded in his beart, 
An l from it's council's would he not depart : 
Pleas'd to inform, and pleas'd to be inform'd, 
To chear the ſoul, and raiſe the hope forlorn'd, 
To comfort all, to cheriſh ſocial fire, | 
And pieas'd our ſouls, with ſrendſhip to inſpire ! 
Thus liv'd Alexis, and thus died my friend; be 
Beyond his exit, now my ſong attend? | 
His purer pa; no time, or chance can change, 
The clay interr'd, his ſoul above doth range; 
Got from it's cage, his ſpirit takes a flight, 
With guardian angels, to the realms of light! 
There reſt dear ſhade, white ws our loſs deplo:e, 
We mourn thy abſence, while our ſouls adore | | 
>> The loſs is ours, thy lot's eternal gain! | | { 
E —— No imp ioug ih; ſhall fetch. thee back again, | 
; Vet natuce' 5 weak, and ſorrow melts the ſoul, 
r Wu dteps effalent down our cheeks do rol: : 
All fr iends unite to-mourn our loſs below, 


NIN YT er his grave, our friendly tears do flow. 
. T he foul Aus melted, then it's reaſon's part, 
5 To raiſe.the ſpirits, and to cheer the heart. 
Ue' s gone, its true, we fee him here no more; 
1 Nor how he triumphi's, can we yet explore; 
þ - & "We 28 No motę his conyerſe can e hope below, 
1 N more ſuch favours will he here beſtow; ; 
A 8 Vet, 


"Yet; yet; TY not, let our ofief abats; 


He's gone to bliſs, our ſufferings to relate; 
| Pertiaps now guardian to his friends, has ſang. 


And bid him welcome to the heavenly dome. 
ol ſhade Ztherial ! guard us while we live! 

O ! Heaven! ſhew mercy, and our faults forgive; 

Learn us to live, as once Alexis taught; 

Learn s to die, with fortitude full fraught, 

Thus . thou put's a period to our breath, 

Reſign'd to thee, we'll meet the arms of death, 

Our ſouls unfetter'd from this earthy clay, 

Shall view the regions of eternal day : 

Then ſend Alexis! cloth'd with heavenly might 


To hail us onwards to eternal light ! 2 


Thus let us haſten to the realms abore ! 


And ſeek his friendſhip, and his ancient love. - -- 
| * * : 1 
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